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SOME 


AGCO  U 


OF  THE 


ROS  ICR  UC  I A  N  S. 

I  H  I  S  Sed  is  cf  German  Ex- 
|  tradion,  and  were  originally 
;  fill’d  Rofe-Croix ,  or  Roficru- 
cians ,  call'd  aifo  the  Inligh - 
tened ,  Immortal ,  and  Invijible . 
This  Name  was  given  to  a  certain  Fraterni¬ 
ty,  or  Cabal,  which  appear'd  in  Germany 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  XVIIth  Age.  Thofe 
that  are  admitted  thereunto,  called  the  Bre¬ 
thren  ,  or  Rcficrucians ,  fwear  Fidelity, 
promife  Secrecy,  write  Enigmatically,  or 
in  Charaders,  and  oblige  therafelves  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Laws  of  that  Society,  which  hath 
for  its  End  the  re -eftabi idling  of  all  Disci¬ 
plines  and  Sciences,  and  efpecially  Phylick, 
which,  according  to  their  Notion,  is  not 
underflood,  and  but  ill  pradifed:  They 
boalt  they  have  excellent  Secrets,  whereof 

the 


Some  Account  of  the  Rosicevucians, 

the  Philofopher’s  Stone  is  the  leaft^  and 
they  hold,  that  the  ancient  Philofophers  of 
Egypt ,  the  Chaldœans,  Magi  of  Perfia ,  and 
Gymnofophijls  of  the  Indies ,  have  taught  no¬ 
thing  but  what  they  themfelves  teach.  They 
affirm,  That  in  1578,  a  Gentleman  of  Ger¬ 
many^  whofe  Name  is  not  known,  but  by 
thefe  two  Letters  A .  C.  being  put  into  a 
Monaftery,  had  learned  the  Greek  and  La¬ 
tin  Tongue  $  and  that  fome  Time  after  go¬ 
ing  into  talejline ,  he  fell  lick  at  Damafcus , 
where  having  heard  fpeak  of  the  Sages  of 
Arabia ,  he  confulted  them  at  Damns ,  where 
they  had  an  Univerfity.  It’s  added.  That 
thefe  wife  Arabians  faluted  him  by  his 
Name,  taught  him  their  Secrets  5  and  that 
the  German ,  after  he  had  travelled  a  long 
Time,  return’d  into  his  own  Country  3 
where  aflociating  with  fome  Companions, 
he  made  them  Heirs  of  his  Knowledge,  and 
died  in  1484. 

Thefe  Brothers  had  their  Succeffors  ’till 
1604.  when  one  of  the  Cabal  found  the 
Tomb  of  the  firft  of  them,  with  divers 
Devices,  Charafters,  and  Infcriptions  there¬ 
on  5  the  principal  of  which  contained  thefe 
four  Letters  in  Gold,  A.  C.  R,  E.  and  a 
Parchment-Book  written  in  Golden  Let¬ 
ters,  with  the  Encomium  of  that  preten¬ 
ded  Founder. 


Some  Account  of  the  RosiCRÜCl  ANS. 

44  f  A  certain  Perfon,  having  Occafion  to 
u  dig  fomewhat  deep  in  the  Ground  where 
44  this  Philofopher  lay  interred,  met  with  a 
44  fmall  Door,  having  a  Wall  on  each  Side; 
44  of  it.  His  Curiofity,  and  the  Hopes  of 
44  finding  fome  hidden  Treafure ,  foon 
44  prompted  him  to  force  open  the  Door. 
44  He  was  immediately  furpriz'd  by  a  fud- 
44  den  Blaze  of  Light,  and  difcoverd  a  very 
44  fair  Vault  :  At  the  upper  End  of  it  was 
44  a  Statue  of  a  Man  in  Armour,  fitting  by 
44  a  Table,  and  leaning  on  his  Left  Arm. 
44  He  held  a  Truncheon  in  his  Right  Hand, 
44  and  had  a  Lamp  burning  before  him. 
44  The  Man  had  no  fooner  fet  one  Foot 
44  within  the  Vault,  than  the  Statue,  ere- 
44  ding  it  felf  from  its  leaning  Pofture, 
44  flood  bolt  upright  $  and  upon  the  Fel- 
44  low  s  advancing  another  Step,  lifted  up 
44  the  Truncheon  in  his  Right  Hand.  The 
44  Man  ftill  ventur'd  a  third  Step,  when 
44  the  Statue,  with  a  furious  Blow,  broke 
44  the  Lamp  into  a  thoufand  Pieces,  and 
44  left  his  Gueft  in  a  fudden  Darknefs.  Up- 
44  on  the  Report  of  this  Adventure,  the 
44  Country-People  foon  came  with  Lights  to 
44  thé  Sepulchre,  and  difcoverd  that  the 
44  Statue,  which  was  made  of  Brafs,  was 
44  nothing  more  than  a  Piece  of  Clock¬ 
work  ^ 


\  See  the  Spectator,  No.  379. 


Some  Account  of  the  Rosie  rucians. 

«  work:,  that  the  Floor  of  the  Vault  was 
“  all  loofe,  9nd  underlaid  with  feveral 
«  Springs,  wïiich,  upon  any  Man’s  enter- 
“  ing,  naturally  produced  that  which  hap¬ 
pened.  Rosicrucius,  fayhisDifci- 
“  pies,  made  Ufe  of  this  Method,  to  fhow 
“  the  World,  that  he  had  re-invented  the 
“  ever-burning  Lamps  of  the  Ancients, 
tho’  he  was  refolv’d  no  one  fhould  reap 
“  any  Advantage  from  the  Difcovery. 


Afterwards,  that  Society,  which  in  Rea¬ 
lity,  is  but  a  Sed  of  Mountebanks,  began  to 
multiply,  but  durft  not  appear  publickly, 
and  for  that  Reafon  was  fir-nam’d  the  Invi- 
fihle.  The  Inlightned. ,  or  Illuminati ,  of 
Spain ,  proceeded  from  them }  both  the  one 
and  the  other  have  been  condemn’d  for  Fa- 
naticksand  Deceivers:  We  muft  add.  That 
John  Bringeret  Printed,  in  1615,  a  Book  in 
Germany,  which  comprehends  two  Treati- 
fes,  Entituled,  The  Manifejlo  and  ConfeJJton 
of  Faith  of  the  Fraternity  of  the  Roficru- 
cians  in  Germany  :  It  was  dedicated  to  Mo- 
narchs.  States,  and  the  Learned.  Thefe 
Perfons  boafted  themfelves  to  be  the  Libra¬ 
ry  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphia!,  the  Academy  of 
Plato,  the  Lycaum,  Sic.  and  bragg’d  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  Qualifications,  whereof  the 
leaft  was.  That  they  could  fpeak  all  Lan¬ 
guages}  and  after,  in  1622,  they  gave  this 
Advertifement  to  the  Curious  :  We,  depu¬ 
ted 
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ted  by  our  College ,  the  Principal  of  the  Bre¬ 
thren  of  the  Rosicrusians,  to  make  our 
vifible  and  invifible  Abode  in  this  City ,  thro 
the  Grace  of  the  Mo  ft  High ,  towards  whom 
are  turned  the  Hearts  of  the  Juft  :  We  teach 
without  Books  or  Notes ,  and fpeak  the  Lan¬ 
guages  of  the  Countries  wherever  we  are ,  to 
draw  Men,  like  our  felves,  from  the  Error 
of  Death .  This  Bill  was  Matter  of  Merri¬ 
ment  5  in  the  mean  Time,  the  Brethren  of 
the  Rof crucians  have  difappear’d,  tho’  it 
he  not  the  Sentiment  of  that  German  Chy^ 
miff,  the  Author  of  a  Book,  entituled.  De 
Volucri  Arboreâ  3  and  of  another,  who  hath 
compos’d  a  Treatife  ftil’d,  De  Philofophia 
Turd, 
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DISCOURSES 
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UPON  THE 

Occult  Sciences. 
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DISCOURSE  L 

O  D  reft  the  Soul  of  poof  Count 
de  Gabalis,  who,  they  juft 
now  write  me  Word,  is  dead  of  an. 
Apoplexy.  The  Virtuoji  will  not 
fail  to  fay,that  that  Sort  of  Death 
is  particular  to  thofe  who  blab 
abroad  the  Secrets  of  the  Sages:  For  (fince 
Ra  ymond  Lully,  of  happy  Memory, has 
order’d  it  fo  in  his  Will,)  an  Angel-Executor 
was  never  wanting  to  writhe  the  Necks  of  thofe 
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who  indifcreetly  reveal  the  Cabaliftick  Myfte- 
ries. 

But  don’t  let  them  condemn  that  learned 
Man,  before  they  are  made  acquainted  with  his 
Conduct.  He  difcover’d  every  Thing  to  me,  it 
is  true*,  but  not  without  all  the  Cabaliftical 
Circumfpe&ion.  This  muft  be  faid  in  Honour 
of  his  Memory,  that  he  was  a  mighty  Zealot  for 
the  Religion  of  his  Fathers  the  Philofophers, 
and  that  he  would  fooner  have  been  burnt, 
than  profan’d  the  San&ity  of  it,  by  opening 
himfelfto  any  ungenerous  Prince,  to  any  Ambi¬ 
tions,  or  to  any  incontinent  Man  -,  three  forts  of 
People,  who  have  been  in  all  Times  excom¬ 
municated  by  the  Sages.  As  good  Luck  would 
have  it,  I  am  no  Prince,  have  but  little  Ambiti¬ 
on,  and  it  will  appear  by  what  follows,  that  I 
have  even  more  Chaftity  than  is  requir’d  in  a 
Sage.  He  found  me  docile,  inquifitive,  for¬ 
ward  *,  I  only  want  a  fmall  Spice  of  Melancho¬ 
ly  to  make  all  thofe  (who  would  blame  th® 
Count  de  Gabahs  for  hiding  nothing  from 
me)  confefs,  that  I  was  a  Subject  very  proper  for 
the  Reception  of  the  Occult  Sciences.  It  is  true, 
without  Melancholy,  there  is  no  making  any 
great  Progrefs  in  them  $  but  the  little  Share  I 
had  of  it,  was  Encouragement  enough  for  Him. 
You  have  (faid  he  to  me  an  hundred  times) 
Saturn  in  an  Angle,  in  his  Houfe,  and  retro¬ 
grade  -,  you  cannot  fail  of  being  one  Day  as  me¬ 
lancholy  as  a  Sage  ought  to  be  -,  for  the  wifeft 
of  all  Men  had,  like  you,  Jupiter  in  the  Afcen* 
dant  $  and  yet  he  is  not  found  to  have  laugh’d 
io  much  as  once  in  his  whole  Life  *  fo  powerful 
was  the  Impreffion  of  his  Melancholy,  tho’ 
it  was  much  weaker  than  yours. 
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"Tis  therefore  on  my  alcendant  Star,  and 
not  on  the  Count  &  Gabalis,  that  the  Vir- 
tuoji  ought  to  lay  the  Blame,  if  I  love  rather 
to  divulge  their  Secrets,  than  to  pra&ife  them* 
If  the  Stars  don’t  do  their  Duty,  the  Count  is 
not  the  Caufe  of  it  ^  and  if  I  have  not  a  Soul 
great  enough  to  attempt  the  Maftery  of  Nature, 
to  overturn  the  Elements,  to  maintain  fupream 
Intelligences,  to  command  the  Damons,  to  be¬ 
get  Giants,  to  create  new  Worlds,  to  fpeak  to 
God  on  his  tremendous  Throne,  and  to  oblige 
the  Cherubim  who  guards  the  terreftrialParadife, 
to  let  me  take  a  Turn  or  two  in  thofe  delicious 
Walks  *  ’tis  myfelf  alone  that  is  to  be  blam’d 
or  pity’d  -,  you  muft  not,  for  that,  infiilt  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  that  rare  Man,  and  fay  he  came  by  his 
Death  for  having  inform’d  me  of  thefe  Things. 
Is  it  impoifible,  as  the  Fortune  of  War  is  uncer¬ 
tain  ^  is  it  impoifible,  I  fay,  that  he  may  have 
been  worfted  in  a  Battle  with  fome  rough-hewn 
Elf?  Peradventure,  in  fpeaking  to  God  on  his 
fiery  Throne,  he  had  not  the  Power  to  look  him 
in  the  Face  -,  for  7tis  written,  none  can  fee  him 
and  live .  Peradventure,  he  is  only  dead  in  Ap¬ 
pearance,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  Philofc- 
phers,  who  make  as  if  they  die  in  one  Place, 
and  tranfplant  themfelves  to  another.  Howe¬ 
ver  it  be,  I  don’t  think  the  Manner  in  which  he 
entrufted  me  with  his  Tteafiires,  defer ves  Cha- 
ftifement.  The  Thing  happen’d  as  follows. 

Common  Senfe  having  always  given  me  a 
fhrewd  Sufpicion,  that  what  are  call’d  the  Oc¬ 
cult  Sciences  were  full  of  Emptbiefs ,  I  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  thumb  over  the 
Books  that  treat  of  them  :  But  then  again,  net 
thinking  it  reafonable  to  condemn  (without 

B  2  know  i  n 
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knowing  why)  all  thofe  who  apply  themfelves 
that  Way,  who  often  are  fiich  as  want  for  no 
Difcretion  in  other  Refpe<3:s,but  are  moft  of  them 
Learned  Perfons,  and  make  a  Figure  in  the 
long  Robe  and  the  Sword,  I  bethought  myfelf, 
(to  avoid  being  unjuft,  and  not  to  fatigue  my 
felf  with  an  irkfome  Reading)  I  bethought 
myfelf,  I  fay,  of  this  Stratagem*,  I  made  as 
if  1  was  a  huge  Admirer  of  thofe  Sciences,  in 
Company  of  thofe  whom  I  could  find  out  to  be 
touch'd  with  them.  I  prefently  met  with  more 
Succefs  than  I  ev'n  wifh’d.  As  thefe  Sort  of 
Gentlemen  (however  myfterious  and  referv  d 
they  would  be  thought  to  be)  defire  nothing  fo 
much  as  to  difplay  their  Imaginations  and  the 
new  Difcoveries  they  pretend  to  have  made  in 
Nature,  I  became  in  a  few  Days  the  Confidant 
of  the  moft  confiderable  among  'em  ^  I  never 
was  without  ftome  of  'em  in  my  Clofet,  which 
I  had  purpofely  garniflfd  with  their  moftfan- 
taftick  Authors.  A  learned  Foreigner  no  fooner 
appear'd,  but  I  had  Advice  of  it  :  In  fhort,  ex¬ 
cept  as  to  the  fcientifical  Part,  I  found  myfelf  ye- 
ry  foon  a  great  Man.  I  had  for  Companions, 
Princes,  great  Lords,  Gentlemen  of  the  long 
Robe,  handfom.e  Ladies,  and  ugly  ones  too  * 
Doctors,  Prelates,  Monks,  Nuns  $  in  a  Word, 
People  of  every  Sort  and  Kind.  Some  had  a 
Fling  at  Angels,  others  at  the  Devil  ^  fome  at 
their  Genius,  other  Incubuffes  *,  fome  at  the 
Core  of  all  manner  of  Diftempers,  others 
at  the  Stars  »,  fome  at  the  Secrets  of  the  Divi¬ 
nity,  and  alrnoft  all  at  the  Philofophers  Stone. 

They  all  agreed,  that  thefe  important  Se¬ 
crets,  efpecially  the  Philofophers  Stone,  are  of 
3  very  difficult  AccefS,  and  that  few  poffèfe 
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them  *5  but  they  had  all  of  ’em  a  good  Opinion 
enough  of  themfelves, to  believe  they  were  of  the 
dumber  of  the  EleCt.  The  chief  ol  them  happen  d 
at  that  Time  to  be  in  mighty  Expectation  of  the 
Arrival  of  a  certain  Ger?nan,  a  great  Lord,  and 
as  great  a  Cabalift,  whofe  Eftate  borders  upon 
Poland.  He  had  promis'd,  by  Letter  to  the  Sons 
of  the  Philofophers,  who  are  at  Paris ,  to  come  and 
vifit  them,  and  to  pafs  thro5  France  in  his  Way 
to  England.  I  was  commiifiond  to  return  an 
Anfwer  to  this  Great  Man's  Letter  :  I  fent  him 
the  Figure  of  my  Nativity,  that  he  might  judge 
whether  I  might  afpire  to  the  fupreme  Wifdom. 
My  Figure  and  my  Letter  were  fo  fortunate  as 
to  get  the  Honour  of  an  Anfwer  from  him  ^  to 
wit,  That  I  Ihould  be  one  of  the  firft  he  would 
wait  upon  at  Paris  $  and  that  if  Heaven  did  not 
oppofe  it,  it  Ihould  be  none  of  his  Fault  that  I 
did  not  enter  into  the  Society  of  the  Sages. 

To  cultivate  my  good  Fortune,  I  carry 'd  on 
with  the  Illufirious  German ,  a  regular  Corre- 
fpondence  :  I  from  Time  to  Time  propos'd  to 
him  important  Doubts,  as  well  digefted  as  X 
could  ^  concerning  the  Harmony  of  the  World, 
the  Numbers  of  Pythagoras ,  the  Vifions  of  St„ 
John,  and  the  firft  Chapter  of  Genefis.  He  was 
ravim  d  with  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Subjects  :  He 
wrote  me  Wonders  unheard  of}  and  I  faw  plain¬ 
ly  I  had  to  do  with  a  Man  of  a  moft  vigorous 
and  moft  fpacious  Imagination.  I  have,  of  his, 
three  or  four  Score  Letters  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  Style,  that  I  could  not  for  the  Blood  of  me 
read  any  thing  elfe,  whenever  I  was  alone  in 
my  Clofet. 

I  was  once  taken  up  in  admiring  one  of  the 

moft  iublipie  of  thole  Letters,  when  there  came 
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in  a  Perfon  of  a  very  good  Mien,  who  grave¬ 
ly  faluting  me,  fpoke  to  me  in  the  French 
Tongue,  but  in  an  outlandifh  Accent  :  Adorey 
yny  Son,  adore  the  thrice-good  and  thrice-great  God 
of  the  Sages ,  and  be  not  pujfd  up  with  Pride ,  becaufe 
he  fends  y  oil  one  of  the  Children  of  Wifdom ,  to  ajjo- 
date  you  into  their  Society ,  and  to  wake  you  Parta¬ 
ker  of  the  Wonders  of  his  Almightinefs . 

The  Novelty  or  the  Salutation  furpriz’d  me, 
and  I  began  then,  for  the  firft  Time,  to  believe 
there  might  be  fuch  Things  as  Apparitions:  How¬ 
ever,  recovering  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could, 
and  looking  upon  him  in  the  civile!!:  manner  the 
linall  Fright  I  was  in  would  permit  :  Who  ever 
you  are,  (faid  I  to  him)  whofe  Greeting  is  not 
of  this  World,  you  do  me  fignal  Honour  in  this 
Yiiit  5  but,  ir  you  pleafe,  before  I  adore  the 
God  of  the  Sages,  let  me  know  what  Sages,  and 
what  God  you  mean,  and  therefore  pray  make 
Ufeofthat  Arnfd-Chair,  and  take  the  Pains  to 
tell  me  who  is  that  God,  thofe  Sages,  that  So¬ 
ciety,  and  what  thofe  Wonders  of  Almightinefs  > 
and,  after  or  before  all  this,  let  me  know 
what  Species  of  the  Creation  I  have  now  the 
Honour  to  be  fpeaking  to. 

You  receive  me  very  fagely,  Sir,  (reply ’d 
he  fmiling,  and  feating  himfelf  in  the  Chair  •,) 
you  begin  with  defiring  me  to  unfold  Things 
which  I  fhall  defer  ’till  to  Morrow,  if  you  pleafe. 
The  Compliment  I  made  you,  are  the  Words 
which  the  Sages  make  Ufeof  when  they  accofi: 
thofe  to  whom  they  have  refolvd  to  open 
their  Hearts,  and  difcover  their  Myfteries.  I  was 
of  Opinion,  that  confidering  how  learned  you 
appear  d  to  be  in  your  Letters,  fuch  a  Salutati¬ 
on  would  not  be  a  Riddle  to  you  ^  and  that  it 

was 


4 


The  Hiflory  of  Spirits.  7 

was  the  moft  agreeable  Compliment  that  could 
be  made  you  b}^  the  Count  de  Gabalïs. 

Ah!  Sir,  cry  d  I,  (remembering  I  had  a  great 
Part  to  aft)  how  üiall  I  render  myfelf  worthy 
of  this  Favour  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  the  greateft 
of  all  Men  Ihould  be  in  my  Clofet,  and  that  the 
mighty  Gabalis  honours  me  with  a  Yifit ? 

I  am  the  leaft  of  the  Sages,  (reply  d  he  with 
a  ferious  Air)  and  God,  who  deals  out  the  Illu¬ 
minations  of  his  Wifdom  with  Weight  and 
Meafiire,  as  it  feems  good  to  his  Supremacy, 
has  imparted  to  me  but  a  very  finall  Share  there¬ 
of,  in  Comparifon  to  what  I  (with  Aftonifliment) 
admire  in  my  Companions.  I  expedt  to  fee  you 
one  Day  equal  them,  if  I  dare  make  a  judg¬ 
ment  from  the  Figure  of  your  Nativity  you  did 
me  the  Honour  to  fend  me.  Eut,  Sir,  (added 
he  with  a  Smile)  give  me  Leave  to  complain 
of  you  for  taking  me  for  an  Apparition. 

Oh  !  Sir,  not  for  an  Apparition  (faid  I) ,  but 
happening  juft  then  to  call  to  Mind  what  Car- 
danus  tells  of  his  Father  being  vifited  one  Day 
in  his  Study  by  Seven  unknownThings  drefs’d  in 
divers  Colours,  who  entertain’d  him  with  odd 
Difcourfes  about  their  Nature,  Employment  — 
I  underftand  you,  (interrupted  the  Count) 
they  were  Sylpbs0  whom  I  Ihall  give  you  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  hereafter.  They  are  a  Sort  of  aerial 
Subftances,who  fometimes  come  and  conlult  the 
Sages  about  fome  Things  in  the  Books  of  Aver- 
roes,  which  they  don’t  over  well  underftand. 
*  Card  anus  was  a  Blockhead  for  publiftiing  the 
Thing  in  his  Subtilties  *,  he  had  found  thofe  Me¬ 
moirs  among  the  Papers  of  his  Father,  who  was 
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one  of  us  *  and  who,  feeing  that  hisSon  was  natu¬ 
rally  a  Blab,  would  not  communicate  to  him 
any  Thing  of  Moment,  but  left  him  to  amufe 
himfelf  with  vulgar  Aftrology*,  and  even  of 
that  he  was  fo  little  a  Mafter,  that  he  could 
not  forefee  his  own  Son  fhould  be  hang’d.  That 
Rafcal  occafion’d  your  doing  me  the  Injury  of 
talcing  me  for  a  Sylph.  Injury  !  (reply ’d  I)  Lord, 

Sir,  that  I  fhould  be  fo  unhappy  as - There’s 

no  Hurt  done  (interrupts  he)  :  You  are  not  ob¬ 
lig’d  to  know  that  all  thofe  Elementary  Spirits 
are  our  Difciples-,.  that  they  are  overjoy'd  when 
we  are  pleas'd  to  condefcend  to  inftruCt  them  ; 
and  that  the  leaft  of  our  Sages  is  more  knowing 
and  more  powerful  than  any  of  thofe  petty 
Gentlemen.  But  we’ll  talk  of  this  another  Time  ^ 
’tis  enough  this  Day,  that  I  have  had  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  feeing  you.  Endeavour,  my  Son,  to 
render  yourfelf  a  worthy  Receptacle  for  the 
Cabalaftick  Lights  -,  the  Hour  of  your  Regenera¬ 
tion  is  come  ^  ’twill  be  your  Fault  if  you  are 
not  a  new  Creature.  Ardently  fupplicate  him 
who  alone  has  the  Power  of  creating  new  Hearts, 
to  give  you  one  capable  of  the  great  Things  I 
have  to  teach  you,  and  to  infpire  me  not  to  leave 
anyThing  of  our  Myfteries  undifcover’d  to  you. 
Here  he  rofe,  and  embracing  me,  without  gi¬ 
ving  me  Time  to  make  any  Anfwer,  Adieu,  my 
Son,  (continu’d  he)  I  muft  go  vifit  my  Com¬ 
panions  who  are  at  Paris-,  after  which  you  fhall 
hear  from  me.  Mean  while,  watch,  pray ,  hope , 
and  fay  nothing . 

Upon  this,  he  went  out  of  my  Clofet.  As  I 
re-condu£ted  him,  I  complain’d  of  the  Shortnefs 
of  his  Vifit,  and  his  Cruelty  in  leaving  me  fo 
foon,  after  he  had  given  me  a  Glimpfe  of  his 
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Éffulgencies.  But  after  he  had,  with  a  very 
good  Grace,  affiir’d  me  I  Ihould  lofe  nothing 
by  waiting,  lie  threw  himfelf  into  hid  Coach, 
and  left  me  under  an  inexpreffible  Surprize. 

I  could  not  tell  how  to  believe  my  own  Eyed 
nor  Ears.  °Tis  certain,  (laid  I)  that  this  Mars 
is  of  great  Quality,  has  an  Ëftate  of  Fifty 
Thoufand  Livres  per  Annum ,  and  leems  to  be  ë 
Perfon  of  very  great  Accompliihments,  I§  it 
poifible  for  him  to  bè  befotted  with  fucli  Follies? 
He  (poke  to  me  of  thofe  Sylphs  in  a  very  Gentle- 
man-like  mannér.  Perhaps  he’s  a  Wizard,  and 
I  have  all  along  been  under  â  Miftake  to  think 
there  was  no  Inch  thing?  But  then  if  he’s  a 
Wizard,  are  Wizards  fo  devoutly  given  as  this 
Man  ieems  to  be  ? 

In  fhôrt,  I  could  nïakè  neither  Head  nor  Tail 
ont  :  I  refolv’d  however  to  fee  where  ’twould 
end  5  tho’  I  was  aware  I  had  feme  Sermons  to 
rub  through,  and  that  the  D&ffion  which  actua¬ 
ted  him ,  was  a  mighty  Moralizing,  Preaching 
Dmioju 
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HE  Count  was  pleas’d  to  allow 
me  the  whole  Night,  to  be  fpent 
in  Prayer  ^  and  the  next  Mor¬ 
ning,  by  Break  of  Day,  he  gave 
me  to  underftand,  by  a  Billet, 
that  he  would  wait  on  me  about 
Eight  of  the  Clock  -,  and  that,  if  I  approv’d  of 
it,  we  would  go  take  a  Turn  together  A- 
broad,  I  waited  for  him  ;  He  came  5  and,  Com¬ 
pliments  pafs’d,  Lets  go  (fays  he)  to  fome 
Place  where  we  may  be  free  ,  and  our  Con- 
verfation  uninterrupted.  I  told  him,  I  thought 
Ruel  an  agreable  Place,  and  folitary  enough. 
Come  along  then,  cry’d  he.  We  went  into  his 
Coach  *,  and  all  the  Way  I  made  Obfervations 
upon  my  new  Mafter.  I  never,  in  my  Life, 
met  with  any  Perfon  who  had  fo  great  a  Self- 
Satisfa&ion,  és  he  feem’d  to  have,  in  all  he 
Laid  and  did.  His  Mind  was  more  ferene  and 
free,  I  thought,  than  5twas  polfible  for  that  of 
a  Wizard  to  be.  His  Air  had  nothing  in  it  of 
a  Man  whofe  Confcience  was  not  perfectly 
clear  ^  and  I  had  a  marvellous  Impatience  to 
hear  him  begins  not  being  able  to  conceive  a 
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Ferfon,  who  feem’d  to  be  fo  judicious  and  ac- 
complifh’d  in  every  Thing  elfe,  fhould  have 
ipoifd  his  Brain  with  fuch  Crotchets  as  I  per¬ 
ceiv’d  in  him  the  Day  before.  He  difcours’d 
divinely  of  Politicks,  and  was  overjoy’d  to  find 
that  l  had  read  Plato  upon  that  Subject.  You 
will  one  Day,  (faid  he  to  me)  have  more  Oc- 
cafion  for  thofe  Notices  than  you  now  think 
for  :  And  if  we  concur  in  Sentiments  to  Day, 
his  not  impoflible  but,  in  Time,  you  may  put 
in  Practife  thofe  fage  Maxims.  We  were  now 
entering  Ruel  *,  we  went  to  the  Garden  :  The 
Count  fupercilioufly  negle&ed  the  Beauties  of 
it,  and  made  dire&ly  to  the  Labyrinth. 

Being  now  as  retir’d  as  he  could  wifh  ^  Bleffed, 
(cries  he,  lifting  up  his  Hands  and  Eyes  to  Hea¬ 
ven)  Bleffed  be  the  eternal  Wifdom,  for  infpi- 
ring  me  to  reveal  to  you  his  ineffable  Truths  ! 
How  happy  will  you  be,  my  Son,  if  He  is  plea- 
fed  to  put  into  your  Soul  the  Difpofitions  which 
thofe  high  Myfteries  require!  You  are  going 
to  learn  how  to  command  over  Nature’s  Self: 
You’ll  have  God  alone  to  your  Teacher,  and 
the  Sages  alone  to  your  Equals  :  The  fupreme 
Intelligences  will  be  proud  to  obey  you  -,  the 
Damons  will  not  dare  to  be  prefent  where  you 
are-,  your  Yoke  will  make  them  tremble  in  the 
Well-Hole  of  the  bottomlefs  Pit^  and  all  the 
invifible  Nations,  who  inhabit  the  four  Ele¬ 
ments,  will  efteem  themfelves  happy  in  being 
the  Minifters  of  your  Pleafure.  I  adore  Thee, 
Thou  great  God!  that  thou  haft  crown’d  Man¬ 
kind  with  fo  much  Glory,  and  eftablifh’d  hint 
the  Sovereign  Monarch  over  all  the  Works  of 
thine  Hand!  Do  you  feel,  my  Son,  (added  he, 

!  turning  to  me)  do  you  feel  in  yourfelf  that  He- 

C  2  roick 


_  .  r  "  V 

ft  %  The  Count  de  G  abalis;  or,’ 

xQÎck  Ambition,  which  is  the  afTiired  Charadef 
of  the  Children  of  Wifdom?  Have  y  op  the 
'Courage  to  define  to  ferye  God  alone,  and  to 
rule  over  whatever  is  not  God  ?  Are  you  ap¬ 
priz'd  what  it  is  to  be  a  Man  ?  And  does  it  not 
go  againft  you  to  bp  a  Slave,  fince  you  were 
born  to  be  a  Sovereign  ?  And  if  you  have 
ihefe  noble  Thoughts,  as  the  Figure  of  your 
Nativity  permits  me  not  to  doubt  that  you 
have,  confider  maturely,  whether  you  fhall 
have  the  Contage  and  the  Strength  to  renounce 
all  thole  Things  that  may  obftrud  your  arri¬ 
ving  to  that  elevated  State  for  which  you  were 
born?  Here  he  flopp’d,  and  look’d  willfully 
upon  me,  as  if  he  expeded  my  Anfwer,  or  was 
frying  to  read  it  in  pry  Heart,  vy 

'  As  much  as  the  Beginning  of  his  Speech  had 
ipade  me  hope  that  y/e  fhould  foon  come  to 
The  Point,  fo  much  did  thefe  laft  Words  make 
pie  defpair  of  it  The  Word  renounce  ftartled 
me  *>  and  I  concluded  he  was  going  to  propofe 
fo  me  the  renouncing  Baptifpi  or  Paradife.  So, 
not  knowing  how  to  get  over  this  tickliih  Step 
Renounce  !  (faid  I  to  him)  Is  there  any  Thing 
io  be  renounc’d  ?  Indeed  there  is,  (replies  he) 
and  fo  neceffarily  ip  fe  renounc’d,  that  you 
niuft  begin  with  it.  I  can’t  tell  wh ether  you 
can  prevail  with  yourfelf  fo  far  :  But  fare  I  am, 
ihàt  Wifdom  dwells  not  in  a  Body  fubjed  to 
Sin,  ’  as  it  enters  not  into  a  Soul  tajcep  up  by  Er¬ 
ror  or  Malice.  The  Sages  will  never  admit 
you  into.;  their  Society,  if  you  cfo  not  this  Mo- 
piènt  renounce  a  Thing  which  cannot:  ftand 
with  Sage  new.  Toumvft ,  (added  he,  whifpering 
ïn  my  Ear)  ,you  mifi  renounce  all  carnal  Commerce 
mth  Women ,  -  :  1  V 
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I  broke  into  a  loud  Laugh  at  this  odd  Prohj 
pofal.  You  have  acquitted  me  very  cheaply. 
Sir,  cry’d  I.  I  thought  you  were  going  to  pro¬ 
pose  fome  prodigious  Renunciation*,  but  fince 
"'tis  only  Women  you  allude  to,  ?ti§  done  and 
all  over  long  ago.  I  am  ehafte  enough,  God 
wot.  However,  Sir,  fince  Solomon  was  a  wifer 
Man  than  perhaps  I  lliall  ever  be  ^  and  fince 
all  his  Wifdom  could  not  hinder  him  from  Ai¬ 
ding,  pray  tell  me  v/hat  Expedient  you  Gen¬ 
tlemen  have  to  live  without  that  Sex  ?  and 
what  Inconvenience  there  would  be,  if,  in  the 
Pargdife  of  Philofophers,  every  Adam  had  his 
Eve  ?' 

You  afk  me  mighty  Things,  (reply’d  he,  con- 
fulting  with  himielf  whether  or  no  he  fhould 
anfwer  my  Queftion.)  However,  fince  I  fee 
you  will  wean  your  felf  from  Women  without 
Difficulty,  I  will  impart  to  you  one  of  the  Rea- 
Tons  which  have  oblig'd  the  Sages  to  exa£fe 
that  Condition  from  their  Difciples*,  and  you 
will  thereby  perceive  in  what  Ignorance  all 
thofe  live,  who  are  not  of  our  Humber, 

When  you  are  enroll'd  among  the  Sons  of  the 
Philofophers,  and  your  E}res  ftrengthen'd  by 
the  Application  of  the  thrice-facred  Collyrium, 
you  will  inftantly  difcover,  that  the  Elements 
are  tenanted  by  mpft  perfect  Creatures  -,  with 
whom,  thro'  the  Sin  of  unhappy  Adam ,  his  molt 
unhappy  Fofterity  have  no  Commerce  nor  Ac¬ 
quaintance.  That  immenfe  Space,  which  is  be¬ 
tween  Earth  and  Heaven,  has  far  nobler  Inha¬ 
bitants,  than  Birds  and  Flies  ^  thofe  vaft  Seas 
have  quite  other  Inmates,  than  Dolphins  and 
Whales  *,  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  is  not  for 
■Moles  alone ^  and  the  Element  of  Fire,  more 
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iibWe  tli an  the  other  three,  was  not  defign’dS 
to  remain  ufelefs  and  empty. 

The  Air  is  fall  of  countlels  Multitudes  of 
Nations  of  a  human  Figure,  fome  what  haugh¬ 
ty  in  Appearance,  but  tractable  in  Reality: 
Great  Lovers  of  the  Sciences,  fubtil,  officious 
about  the  Sages,  and  Enemies  to  Sots  and 
Blockheads.  Their  Wives  and  Daughters  are 
mafculine  Beauties,  fiich  as  the  Amazons  are  de- 
Icrib’d  to  be.  How,  Sir!  (cry’d  I)  are  thofe 
Elves  marry ’d,  lay  you  ? 

Don't  make  a  Noife  about  nothing,  reply’d 
he.  Depend  upon  t,  all  I  fpeak  to  you,  is  lb- 
lid  and  true.  Thefe  are  but  the  Elements  of 
the  ancient  Cabala  5  and  Twill  be  your  Fault, 
and  no  Body’s  elfe,  if  you  don’t  experience  it 
with  your  own  Eyes.  Mean  while  receive  with 
an  humble  Mind  the  Light  fent  you  from  God 
fey  me.  Unlearn  all  that  you  learn’d  upon  this 
Head  in  the  Schools  of  the  Ignorant,  or  you  11 
have  the  Mortification  (when  you’re  convinc’d 
by  Experience)  of  being  oblig’d  to  own,  that 
you  was  abfolutely  in  the  Wrong. 

Liften  then  to  the  End,  and  know,  that  the 
Seas  and  Rivers  are  inhabited,  as  well  as  the 
Air  9  the  Sages  have  call’d  this  Kind  Undines, 
or  Nymphs.  There  are  few  Males,  but  Fe¬ 
males  in  great  abundance  ♦,  their  Beauty  is  ex- 
quifite,  and  incomparably  beyond  that  of  the 
Daughters  of  Men. 

The  Earth,  almoft  to  the  Center,  is  fill’d 
with  Gnomes,  a  People  of  a  fmall  Size,  Guar¬ 
dians  of  Treasures,  Minerals,  and  precious  Stones. 
Thefe  are  Ingenious,  Friends  to  Man,  and  eafy 
to  be  govern’d.  They  fupply  the  Sons  of  the  t 
Sages  with  what  Money  they  have  Occafioii  , 

for. 
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for,  and  defire  nothing  for  their  Pains  but  the 
Glory  of  ferving  them*  The  Gnomds  (  their 
Wives)  are  low  of  Stature,  but  very  agreeable* 
and  their  Drefs  very  curious.  - 

As  for  the  Salamanders ,  the  inflam’d  Gtiefe 
of  the  Region  of  Fire,  they  ferve  the  Philofi> 
phers  :  But  they  are  not  importunately  fond  of 
their  Company  -,  and  their  Daughters  and  Wives 
very  rarely  ihew  themfelves.  They  do  well* 
(interrupted  I,  for  I  had  rather  have  their  Rooms 
than  their  Company.  Whyfoî  (faid  the  Count) 
Why  fo  !  (reply  d  I)  Who  would  care  to  con- 
verfe  with  fo  hideous  aBeafi:  as  a  Salamander,» 
Male  or  Female?  You  miftake,  (reply ’d  he) 
that’s  the  Idea  which  ignorant  Painters  and 
Sculptors  have  of  them  ^  the  Salamanders  Wives 
are  beautiful,  nay,  more  beautiful  than  any  of 
the  others,  as  they  are  of  a  more  pure  Element, 
I  give  you  but  a  hafty  Defcription  of  thefè  Na¬ 
tions,  becaufe  you  will  fee  them  at  Leifiire, 
and  with  Eafe,  if  you  have  that  Curiofity.  Yoo 
will  fee  their  Habits,  their  Meats,  their 
Manners,  their  Polity,  their  admirable  Laws* 
You  11  be  charm'd  with  their  intellectual  Beau» 
ty,  even  more  than  with  their  corporeal»  but 
then  you  11  melt  with  Pity,  when  you  hear 
them  tell  you,  that  their  Soul  is  mortal,  and 
■  that  they  have  no  Hope  of  everlaftingly  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  Supream  Effence,  whom  they  know* 
and  religioufly  adore.  TheyTl  tell  you,  that, 
being  compos’d  of  the  pureft  Parts  of  the  Ele¬ 
ment  they  inhabit,  and  having  in  them  no 
contrary  Qualities,  iince  they  are  made  but  of 
one  Quality,  they  do  not  dye  hill  after  many 
Ages:  But  what  is  Time  in  Comparifon  to 
Eternity?  They  muft  re-enter  for  ever  and 

for 
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for  ever  into  Nothing.  This  Thought  afflicts 
them  mightily,  and  we  have  a  hard  Task  of 
it  to  confole  them. 

Our  Fathers,  the  Philofophers,  Ipeaking  ta 
Çod  Face  td  Face,  lamented  thefe  Peoples 
Misfortunes  :  And  God,  whofe  Mercy  is  bound- 
left,  reveal’d  to  them,  that  ’twas  not  impoffi- 
ble  to  find  a  Remedy  to  that  Evil.  He  fug- 
gefted  to  them,  that  in  like  Manner  as  Man, 
by  Means  of  the  Alliance,  which  he  has  con¬ 
tracted  with  Godj  1  is  made  Partaker  of  his  Di¬ 
vinity  ;  So  the  Sylphs,  the  Gnomes,  the  Nymphs y 
and  the  Salamanders,  by  an  Alliance  which  they 
may  contract  with  Man,  may  be  made  Parta¬ 
kers  of  Immortality.  Thus  a  Nymph,  of  a  Syl- 
phid,  becomes  immortal,  and  capable  of  the 
Beatitude  to  which  we  afpire,  when  fhe  is  fo 
happy  as  to  marry  a  Sage:  And  a  Gnome,  or 
a  Sylph,  ceafes  to  be  mortal  the  Moment  fhe 
efpoufes  one  of  our  Daughters. 

From  hence  arofe  the  Errour  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  Chriftians,  Tertidlian,  jnftin  Martyr,  La - 
Bant  ins,  Cyprian,  Clement  of  Alexandria,  Athena - 
goras,  and  moft  of  the  Writers  of  thofe  Times. 
They  had  heard,  that  thefe  Elementary  Demi- 
Men  had  courted  the  Commerce  of  young  Mai¬ 
dens  $  and  that  made  them  fancy  the  Fall  of 
the  Angels  was  owing  to  nothing  but  the  Love 
with  which  they  fuffer’d  themfelves  to  be  finit- 
ten  to  Women  Some  Gnomes,  defirous  of  Im¬ 
mortality,  had  a  mind  to  gain  the  good  Gra¬ 
ces  of  our  Daughters  -,  and  for  that  End  brought 
them  fome  precious  Gems,  which  they  are  the 
natural  Guardians  of:  And  thofe  Authors  be¬ 
liev’d,  from  a  wrong  Conftruction  of  the  Book 
of  Enoch,  that  they  were  the  Snares  laid  by 
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the  enamour’d  Angels  to  debauch  our  Women* 
In  the  Beginning,  thefe  Sons  of  Heaven  begot 
famoüs  Giants,  upon  the  Bodies  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  Men  :  And  the  bungling  Cabalifts,  Jo» 
fephis  and  Philo ,  (as,  indeed,  all  the  Jews  are 
great  Ignoramus’s)  and  after  them,  the  feveral 
others  I  juft  now  nam’d,  as  well  as  Origen  and 
Macrobius ,  faid,  that  they  were  Angels  $  and  did 
not  know  that  they  were  Sylphs  and  the  other 
Elementary  People,  who,  under  the  Name  of 
the  Children  of  Elohbn ,  are  diftinguiflfd  from 
the  Sons  of  Men.  In  like  manner,  that  which 
the  wife  Auguftin  had  the  Modefty  to  forbear 
deciding,  touching  the  Fauns  and  Satyrs  running 
after  the  African  Women  in  his  Time,  is  clear’d 
up  and  illuftrated  by  what  I  have  been  faying 
concerning  the  Delire  which  all  thole  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Elements  have  to  unite  themfelves 
to  Mankind,  as  the  only  Means  of  coming  at 
the  Immortality  they  naturally  are  un-endow’d 
with. 

Ah  !  our  Sages  had  more  Wit,  than  to  im¬ 
pute  to  the  Love  of  Women,  the  Fall  of  the 
firft  Angels,  any  more  than  to  debafe  Man  be¬ 
neath  the  Power  of  the  Devil,  in  afcribing  to 
him  the  many  Adventures  of  the  Nymphs  and 
Sylphs ,  which  our  Hiftorians  are  fill'd  with. 
There  never  was  any  Thing  like  a  Crime  in  all 
that.  Twas  the  Sylphs  who  had  a  Delire  to  be 
immortal.  Their  innocent  Parfaits,  far  from 
fcandalizing  the  Philofophers,  appear’d  in  our 
Eyes  fo  juft,  that  we  all,  with  one  Accord,  re- 
folv’d  never,  in  the  leaft,  to  have  to  do  with 
Women  -,  but  to  make  it  our  foie  Bufinefs  to 
immortalize  the  Nymphs  and  Sylphids , 
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Jefn  !  (cries  I)  what  is’t  I  hear?  How  great  is 

the  *  F — - -s.  Yes,  Son,  (interrupts  the  Count) 

admire  the  Felicity  of  Philofophers!  In  Ex¬ 
change  for  Women,  whofe  feeble  Charms  pafs 
away  in  a  few  Days,  and  are  fticceeded  by 
frightful  Wrinkles,  the  Sages  poffefs  Beauties 
which  never  grow  old,  and  whom  they  have 
the  Glory  to  render  immortal.  Judge  how 
great  mitft  be  the  Love  and  Gratitude  of  thofe 
invifible  Miftreffes  -,  and  with  what  Order  they 
ftrive  to  pleafe  the  charitable  Philofopher,  who 
ftudies  to  immortalize  them  ! 

Alas!  Sir,  I  renounce  (dry  d  I  again.) — Yes, 
Son,  (purfud  he,  without  giving  me  Time  to  go 
on)  renounce  the  vain  and  tranfitory  Pleafures 
'which  Women  afford-,  the  faireft  of  them  all  is 
a  Mother  Shiptoit  to  the  meaneft  Sylpbid.  Our 
fage  Embracings  are  never  attended  with  Re- 
morfe  orDifrelifh.  Wretched  Fools,  how  I  pity 
you  for  not  being  able  to  tafte  Philofophkk 
Delights  ! 

Wretched  Count  de  G  a  é  a  l  i  s,  (interrup¬ 
ted  I,  With  a  Tone  mix’d  with  Anger  and 
Compaifion)  will  you  give  me  Leave  to  edge 
in  a  Word,  and  to  tell  you,  I  renounce  that 
fenfelefs  Sagenefs  *,  1  think  that  vifionary  Phi- 
lofophy  ridiculous,  deteft  thofe  abominable  Em¬ 
bracings  of  Phantoms,  and  tremble  for  you,  left 
fome  one  of  thofe  pretended  Sylpbids  fuddenly 
carry  you  to  Hell,  in  the  Midit  of  your  Rap- 
tures^  to  prevent  to  fenfible  a  Man  as  you 
are,  from  perceiving  the  Folly  of  that  chime¬ 
rical  Zeal,  and  doing  ptiblick  Penance  for  & 
great  a  Crime,- 
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O  3ioh  !  (anfwer’d  he,  ftepping  back  three 
Paces,  and  looking  fternly  upon  me)  Woe  be 
to  thee,  thou  indocile  Spirit  !  His  Action  frigh- 
fen’d  me,  I  confefs  ^  but  much  worfe,  when  I 
taw  him,  at  a  Diftance,  pull  a  Paper  out  of 
his  Pocket,  which  I  perceiv'd  was  full  of  Cha¬ 
racters  I  could  not  perfectly  difcern.  He  fell 
to  reading  attentively,  look'd  all  the  while  un- 
eaf y,  and  fpoke  low,  I  thought  he  was  con¬ 
juring  up  feme  Spirits  to  tear  me  to  Pieces,  and 
began  to  repent  of  my  inconfiderate  Zeal.  If 
I  eicape  this  Bout,  (faid  I)  I’ll  never  truft  my* 
felf  again  with  e  er  a  Cabalift  of  ’em  all.  I 
kept  my  Eyes  upon  him  as  upon  a  Judge  who 
was  going  to  fentence  me  to  die*  when  his 
Countenance  clear’d  up  again.  It  is  hard  for 
you,  (fays  he,  finding,  and  returning  to  me)  it 
is  hard  for  you  to  kick  again  ft  the  Pricks.  You 
are  a  VdTel  of  Election.  Heaven  has  deftin’d 
you  to  be  the  greateft  Cabalift  of  your  Age. 
Behold  the  Figure  of  your  Nativity,  which 
.cannot  fail.  If  it  is  not  done  now,  and  by  my 
Intervention,  it  will  be  when  it  fnall  feem 
good  to  your  Retrograde  Saturn. 

Ah!  if  I  become  a  Sage,  (faid  I  to  him)  it 
will  never  be  without  the  Intervention  of  the 
mighty  Gabalis^  but  to  be  plain  with  you, 
I  am  greatly  afraid,  that  you’ll  find  it  a  very 
difficult  Talk  to  bring  me  to  the  Philofophick 
Gallantry.  Are  you  fo  wretchedly  ignorant  in 
Fhyftcks,  (reply’d  he)  as  to  doubt  the  Exiftenee 
of  thole  Nations  ?  I  don’t  know,  (faid  I)  but  I 
fhould  always  fancy  they  were  only  Hobgob¬ 
lins  in  Difguife.  Will  yôu  ftill  give  more  Cre¬ 
dit  to  your  Nnrfe,  ( cry’d  he)  than  to  natural 
|ieafon,  than  to  Plato7  Pythagoras,  Cdfus ,  Pfellus , 
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Boclus ,  Porphyrins,  Jamllicus ,  Plotinus ,  Trifmegz- 
Jlus ,  Nollius ,  Dorymis ,  P'ludd  -,  than  to  the  great 
Philofopher  Aureolus-Theophrajhis-Bombajius-Para- 
celfus  de  Honeinheim ,  and  all  the  reft  of  our  Com¬ 
panions. 

I  ftiould  believe  You,  (reply ’d  I)  as 
much,  and  more  than  any  of  thofe  :  But,  dear 
Sir,  can’t  you  bring  Matters  about  with  your 
Companions,  that  I  mayn’t  be  oblig’d  to  have 
to  do  with  thofe  Elementary  Damfels  ?  Oh  Î 
(faid  he)  you’re  at  your  Libertjr,  doubtlefs  *5  no 
Body  loves,  unlefs  they’ve  a  Mind  to’t  -,  few 
Sages  have  been  able  to  withftand  their  Charms  -, 
but  yet  there  have  been  fome,  who  referving 
themfelves  entire  for  greater  Things,  (as  you’ll 
in  Time  hear)  refus’d  to  grant  this  Honour  to 
the  Nymphs.  I  fhall  then  be  of  that  Number, 
(reply ’d  I)  for  I  could  never  endure  to  lofe  my 
Time  in  the  Ceremonies,  which  I  have  heard 
a  certain  Prelate  fay  were  to  be  practis’d  to  fit 
a  Man  for  the  Commerce  of  thofe  Genii.  That 
Prelate  talk’d  he  knew  not  what,  (faid  the 
Count)  for  you  will  one  Day  fee  they  are  not 
Genii  -,  befides,  never  did  Sage  make  Ufe  of 
either  Ceremonies  or  Superftition  for  the  Fami¬ 
liarity  of  Genii i  any  more  than  to  the  People 
we  are  {peaking  of. 

That  Cabalift  a  died  upon  the  Principles  of 
Nature  only:  And  if  fometimes  there  are  found 
in  our  Books,  ftrange  Words,  Characters,  and 
Fumigations,  it  is  only  to  hide  from  the  Ig¬ 
norant  the  Phyfick-Principles.  Admire  the  Sim¬ 
plicity  of  Nature  in  all  her  Operations,  even 
the  moft  marvellous  !  and  in  that  Simplicity,  a 
Harmony  and  Concert  fo  great,  fo  juft,  and  fo 
peceffary,  that  it  will,  in  your  own  Defpight, 
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reclaim  you  from  your  fond  Imaginations.  What 
I’m  going  to  tell  you,  is  what  we  teach  to  fuch 
of  our  Difciples  as  we  do  not  care  wholly  to  ad¬ 
mit  into  the  San&uary  of  Nature,  and  yet  are 
unwilling  to  deprive  them  of  the  Society  of  the 
Elementary  People,  thro3  the  Compaifion  we 
bear  to  thole  fame  People. 

The  Salcnmyiders ,  as  you  perhaps  already  com¬ 
prehend,  are  compos’d  of  the  molt  lubtile  Parts 
of  the  Sphere  of  Fire,  conglobated  and  orga¬ 
niz’d  byrthe  Action  of  theuniverial  Fire, (which 
I’ll  difcourfe  to  you  at  large  hereafter)  fo  call’d, 
becaufe  ?tis  the  Principle  of  all  the  Movements 
of  Nature.  The  Sylphs  are  likewife  compos’d  of 
the  pureft  Atoms  of  the  Air-,  the  Nymphs ,  of 
the  fineft  Parts  of  the  Water  ^  and  the  Gnomes , 
of  the  fubtileft  Parts  of  the  Earth.  There  was 
a  Sort  of  a  Samenefs  between  the  Ingredients 
that  form’d  AdamfàvA  thefe  fo  perfect  Creatures  ^ 
becaufe,  being  made  up  of  the  very  pureft  Par¬ 
ticles  of  thefe  four  Elements,  he  contain’d  in 
himfelf  the  Perfections  of  thefe  four  Species  of 
People,  and  was  their  natural  Lord  and  King. 
But  fo  foon  as  ever  his  Sinning  had  thrown 
him  headlong  into  the  Excrements  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments,  (as  you  11  find  fome  other  Time)  the 
Harmony  was  broke,  and  he  had  no  longer  a- 
ny  Proportion,  being  impure  and  grofs,  with 
thofe  Subftances  fo  pure  and  fo  fubtile.  What 
Remedy  for  this  Evil?  How  fhall  we  new- 
ftring  the  Lute,  and  recover  that  loft  Sove¬ 
reignty  ?  O  Nature  !  why  art  thou  fo  little  ftu- 
dy’d>  Do  not  you  apprehend.  Son,  with  what 
Simplicity  Nature  can  reftore  to  Man  the  Good 
fe  loft  ? 


Alas! 
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Alas!  Sir,  (reply ’d  I)  I  am  very  ignorant  in 
all  thofe  Simplicities.  But  it  is  very  ealy  to  be 
knowing  in  them,  (anfwer  d  he.) 

If  we  would  recover  the  Rule  over  the  SaU- 
muders ,  we  muft  purify  and  exalt  the  Element 
of  Fire  which  is  in  us,  and  relevate  the  Tone 
of  that  relax’d  String.  We  need  only  concen¬ 
trate  the  Fire  of  the  World  (by  Means  of  con¬ 
cave  Mirrours)  in  a  Globe  of  Glafs*,  and  this 
is  the  Artifice,  which  was  religioufly  conceal’d 
(by  all  the  Ancients,  and  which  the  divine 
Theophrajtus  difcover’d.  There  is  form'd  in  this 
Globe  a  Solary  Powder,  which  being  purify ’d 
of  itfelf  from  any  Mixture  of  the  other  Ele¬ 
ments,  and  being  prepar’d  according  to  Art, 
becomes,  in  a  very  fhort  Time,  fovereignly  pro¬ 
per  to  exalt  the  Fire  which  is  in  us*,  and  chan¬ 
ges  us,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  into  an  Ignious  Nature. 
From  that  Moment  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Sphere  of  Fire  become  our  Inferiors  ^  and  be¬ 
ing  tranfported  with  Joy,  to  fee  our  mutual 
Harmony  reftor’d,  and  us  aflimilated  to  them 
again,  they  have,  for  us,  all  the  Friend fhip 
which  they  have  for  their  Like,  all  the  Re- 
fpedt  which  they  owe  to  their  Creator’s  Image 
and  Lieutenant,  and  all  the  Regards  which 
they  can  polfibly  be  prompted  to,  by  the  De¬ 
fire  of  obtaining  from  us  that  Immortality 
which  they  want.  It  is  true,  the)r  being  more 
fubtile  than  the  Inhabitants  of  the  other  Ele¬ 
ments,  live  a  very  long  Time’,  and  fo  are  le  fis 
prefling  upon  the  Sages  for  Immortality.  You 
may  take  up  with  one  of  thefe,  my  Son,  if  the 
Averfion  you  have  exprefs’d,  continues  upon 
you  :  Perhaps  he’ll  never  fpeak  to  you  what 
you’re  fo  afraid  of 

It 
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It  is  not  fo  with  the  Sylphs,  Gnomes ,  and 
Nymphs.  As  they  live  a  Ihorter  Space,  they 
have  the  more  Bufinefs  to  do  with  us  *  fo  their 
Familiarity  is  eafier  to  obtain.  We  need  only 
dole  up  a  Glafs  full  of  conglobated  Air,  Water, 
or  Earth,  and  then  expofe  it  to  the  Sun  one 
Month  5  then  feparate  the  Elements  according 
to  Art,  which  is  very  eafily  done,  particularly 
in  Water  and  Earth.  'Tis  wonderous  what  a 
magnetick  Quality  each  oi  thefe  purify'd  Ele- 
ments  has  to  attract  Nymphs ,  Sylphs,  and  Gnomes . 
Take  but  ever  fo  fmall  a  Dofe  thereof  every 
Day  for  fome  Months,  and  you  11  fee  the  Re- 
publick  of  Sylphs  fluttering  in  the  Air,  thé 
Nymphs  making  to  the  Banks  in  Shoals,  and  the 
Guardians  of  Wealth  fpreading  forth  their  Trea^ 
fures.  Thus,  without  Characters,  without  Ce¬ 
remonies,  without  barbarous  Words,  we  become 
abfolute  over  all  thefe  Nations.  They  require 
no  Worfhip  from  the  Sage  ^  they  know  he  is 
nobler  than,  they*  Thus,  venerable  Nature  tea^ 
ches  her  Children  to  repair  the  Elements  by  the 
Elements.  Thus  Harmony  is  reviv'd.  Thus 
Man  recovers  his  natural  Empire,  and  cart  eve¬ 
ry  Thing  in  the  Elements,  without  the  Devil, 
and  without  unlawful  Art.  Thus  you  fee,  Son, 
that  the  Sages  are  more  innocent  than  you 

thought  for.  You  fay  nothing  to  me - « 

I  admire  you,  Sir,  (faid  I)  and  I  begin  to 
fear  you’ll  .make  a  Diftiller  of  me.  Ah!  God 
forbid,  Child, ,  (cry'd  he)  5tis  not  to  fuch  Tri¬ 
fles  your  Nativity  deftinates  you.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  charge  you  not  to  amufe  yourfelf  that 
Way  *  I  have  told  you,  that  the  Sages  fhew 
fuch  Things  to  none  but  thofe  whom  they  have 
no  Mind  %o  admit  into  their  Society,  You  will 

have 


2 4  The  Count  de  Gabalis  5  or, 

have  all  thofe  Advantages,  with  others  infinite- 
I  y  more  glorious  and  more  agreeable,  by  quite 
other  Sorts  ol  Procédés.  The  foie  Reafon  of  my 
defcribing  thefe  Methods  to  }mu,  is  to  fhew  you 
the  Innocency  of  that  Philofophy,  and  to  eafe 
you  of  your  Pannick  Terrors. 

Sir,  you  do  very  well,  (reply' d  I)  for  I  ne» 
ver,  in  all  my  Life,  was  half  fo  much  frigh¬ 
ten'd  as  I  was  e'en  now,  thank  God.  And  tho’ 
I  am  not  as  yet  determin'd  to  accommodate  my- 
felf  with  thofe  Salamanders  you  propos'd  to  me, 
yet  I  can't  help  defiring  to  know  how  you  came 
to  a  Difcovery  that  thofe  Nymphs  and  Sylphs  die. 
They  tell  us  fo,  (anfwer'd  he)  and  we  like- 
wife  fee  them  die.  How  can  you  fee  them  die, 
(reply'd  I)  fincc  the  Commerce  you  have  with 
them  renders  them  immortal.  That's  very  right, 
(faid  he)  if  the  Number  of  the  Sages  equall'd 
the  Number  of  thofe  People  $  befides,  that  there 
are  feveral  among  them  who  chufe  rather  to 
die,  than  (by  becoming  immortal)  to  run  a 
Riik  of  being  unhapp}^,  as  they  fee  the  Devils 
are.  'fis  Satan  infpires  them  with  thefe  Senti¬ 
ments,  for  he  leaves  no  Stone  unturrid  to  hin¬ 
der  thofe  poor  Creatures  from  becoming  immor¬ 
tal  thro'  our  Alliance.  So  that,  my  Son,  I 
look  upon  it,  (and  fo  ought  you)  that  that  A- 
verfion  of  yours  is  a  very  pernicious  Temptation, 
and  a  mold  uncharitable  Difpofition. 

Now  as  to  the  Death  you  fpeak  of:  Who 
was  it  that  oblig’d  the  Oracle  of  Apollo  to  fay, 
that  all  thofe  who  fpoke  in  the  Oracles,  were 
mortal  as  well  as  himfelf,  as  Porphyrius  reports  ? 
And  what  do  you  think  was  intended  by  that 
Voice  which  was  heard  on  all  the  Shores  of  Ita¬ 
ly  y  and  which  fir  tick  fo  great  a  Terror  on  all 
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thole  who  were  out  at  Sea  ?  THE  GREAT 
PA  N  I S  DE  A  D.  It  was  the  People  of  the 
Air,  who  gave  Intelligence  to  the  People  of  the 
Waters,  that  the  firft  and  eldeft  of  the  Sylphs 
was  juft  then  expir’d. 

When  that  Voice  was  heard,  (faid  I  to  him) 
theWorld,I  think,  worfhip’d  Pan  and  the  Nymphs, 
Thole  Gentlemen  then,  whofe  Commerce  you 
recommend  me  to,  were  the  falfe  Gods  of  the 
Heathens. 

It  is  true,  my  Child,  (reply’d  he.)  The  Sages 
are  far  from  believing,  that  the  Devil  ever  had 
the  Power  to  caufe  himfelf  to  be  ador’d.  He  is 
too  unhappy,  and  too  weak,  ever  to  have  had 
that  Pleafure,  and  that  Authority.  But  he  may 
have  had  the  Power  to  perfwade  thofe  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Fdements  to  fhew  themfelves  to 
Men,  and  to  ’caufe  Temples  to  be  erected  to 
them  ,  and  by  the  natural  Power  which  each 
bf  them  has  over  the  Element  it  refides*  in, 
they  difturb’d  the  Air  and  Sea,  Ihbok  the  Earth, 
and  dealt  abroad  Heaven’s  fiery  Artillery  as 
they  pleas’d  :  So  they  found  it  no  very  difficult 
Matter  to  be  taken  for  Deities,  whilft  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  neglected  the  Salvation  of  the 
Gentiles.  But  the  Devil  did  not  reap  from  his 
Wickednefs,  all  the  Advantage  he  hop’d  to  do$ 
for,  from  that  Time,  it  happen’d  that  Pa7t ,  the 
Nymphs ,  and  the  other  Elementary  Nations, ha¬ 
ving  found  Means  to  change  this  Commerce  of 
Worfhip  into  a  Commerce  of  Love,  (for  you 
muft  needs  remember,  that  among  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  Pan  was  the  King  of  thofe  Gods  whom 
they  call'd  Incubus-Gods,  and  who  were  very 
fond  of  young  Maidens)  many  of  the  Pagans 

E  efcap’d 
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efcap’d  out  of  the  Clutches  of  the  Devil,  and 
will  not  bum  in  Hell. 

I  dont  underftand  you,  Sir,  (reply  \1  I.)  It 
may  be  fo,  (continu’d  he,  fmiling,  and  in  a 
Tone  of  Raillery)  this  is  what  pallès  jrour  Um 
derftanding,  and  likewife  that  of  all  your  Do¬ 
ctors,  who  are  ignorant  of  polite  Phyflcks.  This 
is  the  grand  Myitery  of  all  that  Part  of  Philofo- 
phy  which  refpedts  the  Elements,  and  which  (if  . 
you  have  any  Love  for  yourfelf)  will  cure  you  of 
that  unphilofophicalRepugnance  which  you  feem 
fo  fuddenly  to  have  taken  up.  Know  then,  my 
Son,  but  do  not  divulge  this  mightjr  Arcanum 
to  any  unworthy  Sot  :  Know,  that  as  the 
Sylphs  acquire  an  Immortal  Soul  by  the  Alli¬ 
ance  they  contrad  with  fuch  Men  as  are  Yeffels 
of  Eledion,  in  like  Manner  thofe  Men,  who 
are  not  fet  apart  for  eternal  Glory,  thofe  Sons 
of  Perdition,  to  whom  Immortality  is  a  difmal 
Advantage,  for  whom  the  Melhas  was  not  fent 

- -.You  Gentlemen  of  the  Cabala,  are  Javfe- 

iilfist hen,  (interrupted  I.)  We  know  nothing  of 
that,  (reply’d  he,  bluntly)  we  fcorn  to  inform 
our  felves  concerning  the  different  Seds  and 
Religions  which  Fools  break  their  Brains  about. 
We  ftick  to  the  ancient  Religion  of  our  Fa¬ 
thers  the  Philofophers,  which  I  muftone  Day 
bring  you  acquainted  with.  But  to  return  to 
the  Thread  of  our  Difcourfe  *,  thofe  Men,  whofe 
melancholy  Immortality  would  be  but  an  e- 
ternal  Misfortune  •  thofe  unhappy  Children, 
whom  the  fovereign  Father  has  rejeded,  have 
ftill  this  Refource  -,  they  can  become  mortal, 
by  coupling  themfelves  to  the  Elementary  Peo¬ 
ple.  So  that  you  fee  the  Sages  run  no  Hazard  as 
f  o  Etefnity  *  if  they  are  Predeftinated  to  Blifs, 
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they  have  the  Pleafure  (when  they  quit' the 
Prifon  of  this  Body)  to  lead  to  Heaven  a 
or  a  Nymph,  whom  they  have  Immortaliz’d  -, 
and  if  they  are  not  predeftinated,  the  (Com¬ 
merce  of  the  Sylphid  renders  their  Sou!  mortal, 
and  delivers  them  from  the  Terrors  of  the  fé¬ 
cond  Death.  Thus  the  Devil  mifs’d  of  all  the 
Heathens,  who  ally’d  themfelves  to  Nymphs. 
Thus  the  Sages,  or  the  Friends  of  Sages,  to 
whom  God  directs  us  to  communicate  feme  of 
the  four  elementary  Secrets,  (which  I  have 
pretty  well  inform'd  you  of)  free  themfelves 
from  the  Danger  of  being  damn'd. 

Upon  my  Word,  (cry  a  I)  (not  daring  to  put 
him  again  out  of  Humour,  and  thinking  it 
advifeable  to  defer  fpeaking  my  Thoughts  ful¬ 
ly  to  him,  ’till  he  had  unfolded  to  me  all  the 
Secrets  of  his  Cabal  -,  which,  by  this  Sample, 
I  judg’d  mud  be  very  odd  and  diverting) 
Upon  my  Word,  you  have  carry’d  Wifdom  to 
a  very  great  Length  *,  and  you  were  in  the 
Right,  to  fay  it  would  pafs  the  Underftanding 
of  all  our  Doctors  :  I  fancy  it  would  pafs  the 
Underftanding  of  all  our  Magiftrates  likewife  : 
And  if  they  could  difcover  who  they  are  that 
give  the  Devil  the  Dog  to  hold  in  that  Man¬ 
as  Ignorance  is  always  unjuft,  they 


ner 


would  be  apt  to  efpoufe  the  Interefts  of  the 
Devil  againft  thofe  Run-aways,  and  would  lead 
them  but  a  fctirvy  Life. 

For  that  Reafon  it  is  (reply’d  the  Count) 
that  I  did,  and  do  folemnly  recommend  the 
Thing  to  you  as  a  Secret.  Your  Judges  are 
ftrange  Folks!  a  very  innocent  Adtion,  they 
condemn  as  a  very  heinous  Crime.  What  Bar¬ 
barity  !  To  burn  thofe  two  Priefts  which  the 
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Prince  of  Miranda  was  acquainted  with  !  and  who 
had  each'  his  Sylphid  for  the  Space  oi  forty 
Years!  What  Inhumanity  to  put  to  Death  Joan 
Hervillier ,  who  had  labour'd  to  Immortalize  a 
Gnome  for  fix  and  thirty  Years  together!  And 
what  Ignorance  in  Bodin,  to  treat  her  as  a 
Sorcereis  !  and  from  her  Adventure,  to  take 
Occafion  to  authorize  the  vulgar  Chimeras  con¬ 
cerning  pretended  Wizards  !  By  a  Book  as.  im¬ 
pertinent,  as  that  of  the  t  Republick  is  rational. 

But  'tis  late,  and  I  don't  confider  you  have 
pot  yet  din'd.  You  fpeak  for  your  felf,  Sir, 
(faid  I  to  himj  for,  for  my  Part,  I  could  liften 
to  you  'till  to  Morrow,  without  Uneafinefs. 
Ah  !  as  for  me,  (reply 'd  he,  fmiling  and  walk-* 
in  g  toward  the  Door,  I  find  you  are  not  much 
acquainted  what  it  is  to  be  a  Philofopher.  The 
Sages  eat  only  for  their  Pleafure,  and  never 
for  Kecelfity.  I  thought  quite  the  Contrary, 
(reply’d  I)  I  believ'd,  that  a  Sage  never  eat  but 
to  fatisfy  Neceffity.  You’re  deceiv'd  (faid  the 
Count)  how  long  do  }rou  think  we  Sages  can 
hold  out  without  eating  ?  How  fbould  I  know, 
(faid  IJ  Mofes  and  Elias  failed  forty  Days  ^ 
you  Sages,  not  fb  long  by  fome  Days,  I  fuppofe. 
A  mighty  Matter  truly!  (replies  hej.  The 
moll  knowing  Man  that  ever  liv'd, the  Divine, the 
almoft  adorable  Paracelfus ,  affirms,  that  he  had 
feen  many  Sages  who  liv'd  twenty  Years,  with¬ 
out  eating  the  leaflBit  of  any  Thing.  He  him- 
felf,  e'er  he  arriv'd  to  that  Monarchy  of  Sage- 
nefs,  of  which  we  have  juflly  defer’d  to  him 
the  Scepter,  was  pleas'd  to  EfTay  to  live  feveral 
Years, by  taking  nothing  but  half  a  Scruple  of  the 

Solary 
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Solary  Quint-effence.  And  if  you  have  a  Mind 
to  make  any  Body  live  without  eating  }  you 
need  do  no  more  than  prepare  fome  Earth,  as  I 
told  you  how  it  was  to  be  done  for  the  Society  of 
the  Gnomes .  This  Earth  apply ’d  to  the  Navel^ 
and  repeated  when  it  is  too  dry,  makes  a  Man 
eafily  difpence  with  Eating  and  Drinking  ; 
Thus  the  infallible  Paracelfus  fays,  he  experi¬ 
enc'd  for  fix  Months. 

But  theUfe  of  the  Catholick-Cabaliftick  Me¬ 
dicine  does  much  better  redeem  us  from  all  the 
troublefome  Neceifities,  to  which  Nature  fub- 
jedts  the  Ignorant.  We  never  eat  but  when 
we  pleafe  -,  and  all  the  Superfluity  of  the  Meat 
vanifhing  away  by  infenfible  Tranfpiration, 
we  never  have  the  Shame  of  being  Men-  Here 
he  ceas’d,  perceiving  we  were  within  Hearing 
of  our  Servants  We  went  into  the  Tillage  tp 
take  a  flender  Repaft,  according  to  the  Cuftona 
of  the  Heroes  of  Philofophy. 

* .«  ■  ,  j  ■  f 
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DISCOURSE  III. 

F  TER  Dinner,  we  return’d  to 
the  Labyrinth.  I  could  not  help 
putting  on  a  cloudy  Look  $  and 
my  Pity  for  the  Count’s  Extrava¬ 
gance,  which  I  judg’d  would  be 
a  difficult  Talk  to  cure  him  of, 
leffen’d  the  Plealure  I  fhould  have  had,  if  there 
had  been  any  Likelihood  of  recovering  him  to 
his  Senfes.  I  was  ftudying,  if  I  could  not  find 
out  fomething  in  Antiquity  that  might  work 
upon  him  -,  for,  as  to  urging  the  Sentiments  of 
the  Church,  he  had  declar’d  to  me,  that  the 
ancient  Religion  of  his  Fathers,  the  Philofo- 
phers,  was  what  alone  he  adher’d  to  *,  and  to 
go  about  to  convince  a  Cabalift  by  Reafon, 
would  be  a  long-winded  Undertaking  :  Befides, 
I  did  not  much  care  to  difpute  againlt  a  Man 
whofe  Principles  I  was  but  in  part  acquainted 
with. 

It  came  into  my  Head,  that  what  he  had 
faid  concerning  the  falfe  Gods,  in  whofe  Room 
he  had  fubftituted  the  Sylphs  and  other  Elemen¬ 
tary  People,  might  be  refuted  by  the  Heathen 
Oracles,  whom  the  Scripture  every  where  terms 

'  Devils, 
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Devils,  and  not  Sylphs.  But  then,  not  knowing 
but  that  according  to  the  Principles  of  his  Ca¬ 
bal,  the  Count  might  afcribe  the  Anfwersofthe 
Oracles  to  fome  natural  Caufe,  I  thought  it  the 
beft  Way  to  get  out  of  him  his  utmoft  Thoughts 
about  that  Matter. 

He  gave  me  a  Handle  for  this  -,  when,  be¬ 
fore  we  enter’d  the  Labyrinth,  he  turn’d  his 
Face  to  the  Garden.  It  is  very  fine,  (faid  he) 
and  thofe  Statues  are  wonderfully  agreeable  to 
the  Eye.  The  Cardinal  (replies  I)  who  caus’d 
them  to  be  brought  hither,  had  an  odd  Fancy, 
and  unworthy  of  his  great  Genius.  He  believ’d 
that  moft  of  thefe  Statues  were  the  Organs, 
out  of  which  the  ancient  Oracles  were  delive¬ 
red,  and  gave  an  extraordinary  Price  for  them, 
upon  that  very  Score.  That’s  a  common  Weak- 
nefs,  (reply’d  the  Count)  Ignorance  is  every 
Day  the  Caufe  of  committing  a  Kind  of  very 
criminal  Idolatry,  by  Mens  preferving  with  fo 
much  Care,  and  valuing  fo  highly,  the  Idols 
which  they  fancy  the  Devil  heretofore  made 
Ufe  of,  to  caufe  himfelf  to  be  worfhipp’d.  O 
God  !  will  Men  never  know  that  Thou,  from 
the  Birth  of  Time,  didft  make  thine  Enemies  thy 
Foot-ftool ,  and  keepeft  the  Evil  Spirits  Prifoners 
beneath  the  Earth,  in  the  Gulph  of  Darknefs  ? 
This  fo  indifcreet  Curiofity  of  procuring  theft 
pretended  Organs  of  the  D&mons ,  might  become 
innocent,  (my  Son)  if  People  would  but  be  per- 
fuaded  that  the  Angels  of  Darknefs  were  never 
permitted  to  fpeak  in  the  Oracles. 

I  don’t  believe  (interrupted  I)  that  the  Vir- 
ttiofi  would  be  eafily  brought  to  believe  that  : 
But  the  Free-thinkers  perhaps  might  :  For  not 
long  ago  it  was  decided  in  a  Conference  held 

on 
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on  purpofe  upon  this  Subject,  by  the  Wits  of 
the  firlt  Rank  *,  that  thofe  pretended  Oracles 
were  nothing  but  a  Trick  of  the  Priefts  to  get 
Money,  or  an  Artifice  of  the  Princes  for  fome 
political  Defign. 

They  were  the  Mahometan  Ambaffadors,  fent 
hither  tome  Time  fince,  were  they  not?  No,  Sir, 
(anfwer  d  I.)  What  Religion  were  they  then  of, 
(reply’d  he)  fince  they  reckon  as  nothing  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Scripture,  which  in  fo  many  Places  makes 
Mention  of  fo  many  diffèrent  Oracles  ?  and  efpeci- 
ally  the  Pythojis^ox  prophefying  Spirits)  who  took 
up  their  Refidence  in,  and  gave  their  Anfwers 
from,  the  Parts  ordain’d  for  the  multiplying 
God's  Image»  I  reply’d,  that  I  had  mention’d  all 
thofe  Ventri-loqnent,  Belly-fpeaking  Spirits, 
and  had  taken  Notice  to  the  Company  of  Free¬ 
thinkers,  that  King  Saul  banifh’d  them  his  King¬ 
dom,  wherein  however  he  met  with  one  of  ’em, 
the  Night  before  his  Death,  whofe  Yoke  had 
the  wondrous  Force  to  raife  up  Samuel  at  his 
Requeft,  and  for  his  Ruin.  But  thofe  learned 
Men  could  not  be  withheld  from  deciding  that 
there  never  were  Oracles. 

If  Scripture  made  no  Impreffiom  upon  them, 
(laid  the  Count)  they  fhould  have  been  con¬ 
vinc’d  from  Antiquity-  throughout  which  it 
had  been  eafy  to  have  ihewn  them  a  thoufand 
marvellous  Proofs  of  it.  So  many  Virgins 
teeming  with  the  Deftiny  of  Mortals,  and  bring* 
big  foi^th  the  good  or  ill  Luck  of  thofe  who 
confulted  them.  Why  did  you  not  alledge  to 
them  Chryfofiom ,  Origen ,  and  CEciimeniits ,  who 
make  Mention  of  thofe  divine  Men,  call’d  by 
the  Greeks  Engaft  rimant  es,  whofe  prophetick  Bel¬ 
lies  deliver’d  fuch  famous  Oracles,  And  if  they 

dont 
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dont  like  Scripture  and  the  Fathers!  they 
ought  to  have  been  put  in  Mind  of  thofe  mira¬ 
culous  Maidens,  whom  Paidàmas,  the  Gieek, 
fpeaks  of  ^  and  who  transform'd  themfelves  in¬ 
to  Doves  ^  and  under  that  Form,  were  the  cele¬ 
brated  Oracles,  call’d  the  Cohwiba  Dodomdes.  Or 
elfe  (to  the  Glory  of  your  own  Nation)  you 
might  have  told  them,  that  paid,  in  former 
Times,  produc’d  illuftrious  Maidens,  who  me- 
tamorphofed  themfelves  into  all  Shapes  (  to 
pleafe  thofe  who  confulted  them)  and  who, 
beftdes  the  oracular  Anfwers  they  gave,  had  a 
wonderful  Influence  upon  the  Waters,  and  a 
falubrious  Authority  over  the  moft  incurable 
Diftempers. 

All  thefe  Proofs  (faid  I)  would  have  been 
treated  as  Apocryphal .  Why,  does  Antiquity 
render  them  fufpected ?  (Reply VI  he.)  If  fo, 
you  need  only  have  inftanc  d  in  the  Oracles 
which  are  ftill  in  Being.  In  what  Part  of  the 
World  ?  (faid  L)  At  Paris ,  (reply VI  he.)  At 
Pans!  (cry VI  I.)  Yes,  at  Paris,  (continuel  he.) 
You  a  Teacher  in  Ifrael ,  and  know  not  thefe 
Things  \  Is  it  not  every  Day's  Practife  to 
confult  the  aquatick  Oracles  in  Glafles  of 
Water  or  Balms  -,  and  the  aerial  Oracles  in  Mir¬ 
rors,  and  upon  the  Hand  of  Virgins?  Are  not 
loft  Chaplets,  and  ftolfn  Watches,  recover’d  by 
that  Means  ?  Do  not  People  hear  Tidings  from 
diftant  Countries,  and  fee  their  abfent  Friends  ? 
Alas,  Sir  !  what  Stories  }rou  tell  me,  faid  I  to 
him  !  I  tell  you  nothing,  (reply ’d  he)  but  what 
I’m  fure  happens  every  Day  ^  and  which,  I 
could  eafily  prove,  by  aThoufand  Eye-Witnef- 
fes.  I  can’t  think  it,  Sir,  (reply’d  I.)  The 
Magiftrates  would  make  fome  Example  of  fo 

F  punilhable 
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punifhable  an  Action,  and  would  not  fuffer 
Idolatry  to  * - You  go  too  faft,  (interrupt¬ 

ed  the  Count,)  there’s  no  iiich  Harm  in’t  as  you 
imagine  *,  and  Providence  will  not  permit  the 
Extirpation  of  that  Remain  of  Philofophy, 
which  has  efcap'd  from  the  lamentable  Ship¬ 
wreck  of  Truth.  If  there  ftill  continues  among 
the  People  any  Foot-ftep  of  the  redoubted 
Power  of  divine  Karnes,  would  you  have  them 
effac’d  ?  Are  you  for  deftroying  the  Refpect  and 
Gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  great  Kame 
AG  L  A  ?  which  operates  all  thofe  Miracles, 
when  it  is  invok'd  ev’n  by  the  Ignorant  and 
Sinful  ^  and  which  would  perform  far  other 
Miracles  in  a  Cabaliftick  Mouth.  If  you  had 
had  a  Mind  to  convince  your  Sparks  of  the 
Reality  of  Oracles,  you  needed  only  to  have 
exalted  your  Fancy  and  Faith,  and  turning 
your  fell  towards  the  Weft,  cry’d  aloud,  A  G . — 
Sir,  (interrupted  I,)  I  did  not  care  to  ufe  that 
fort  of  Argument  to  fuch  ingenious  Men  as  thofe 
were  -,  they  would  have  taken  fne  for  a  Mad¬ 
man  :  For,  depend  upon’t,  the}r  have  no  Faith 
in  any  Thing  like  that  *,  and  even  tho’  I  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  Cabaliftick  Operation 
you  fpeak  of,  it  would  have  done  no  Good  in 
my  Mouth  :  For  I  have  yet  lefs  Faith  in  it 
than  they.  Well,  well,  (Paid  the  Count)  you’ll 
know  better  in  Time.  However,  if  you  had 
thought  that  your  Gentlemen  would  not  have 
given  Credit  to  what  they  might  fee  every  Day 
at  Pam,  you  might  have  cited  to  them  a  Story 
of  very  frelh  Date.  The  Oracle  which  Celhis 
Rhndigimix  fays  he  faw  himlelf  about  the  End 
of  the  laft  Century,  in  the  Perfon  of  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  Man,  who  fpoke  and  foretold, 

what 
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what  was  to  come  to  pafs,  with  the  fame  Organ 
as  the  Eurycles  of  Plutarch.  To  have  cited  Rbo- 
digimis,  (laid  I.)  would  have  look’d  Pedantick  ^ 
and  they  would  certainly  have  told  me,  that 
that  Man  was  a  Dernoidack. 

That  had  been  fo  like  a  Monk  - — .  (re 

ply’d  he.)  Sir,  (interrupted  I)  notwithftanding  _ 
the  Cabaliftick  Averfîon  which  I  fee  you  have 
for  Monks,  I  carft  help  hiding  with  them  upon 
this  Occafion.  I  am  of  Opinion,  there’s  left 
Harm  in  abfolutely  denying  there  ever  were 
Oracles,  than  in  faying,  it  was  not  the  Devil  that 
fpoke  in  them.  For,  in  fhort,  the  Fathers  and 
the  Theologians,  - -  For  in  fhort,  (inter¬ 

rupted  he)  do.  not  the  Theologians  grant,  that 
the  learned  Sambethe ,  the  eldeft  of  the  > Sybils, 
was  the  Daughter  of  Noah?  Well  !  what  then, 
(replies  I.)  Does  not  Plutarch ,  (reply cl  he) 
affirm,  that  the  eldeft  Sybill  was  the  firft 
that  gave  Oracular  Anfwers  at  Delphos  ?  The 
Spirit  which  Sambethe  entertain’d  in  her  Bofom, 
was  not  therefore  a  Devil,  nor  her  Apollo  a  falfe 
God  ^  fince  Idolatry  did  not  begin  ’till  a  long 
Time  after  the  Confufion  of  Languages  :  And  it 
were  a  very  abfurd  Thing  to  afcribe  to  the 
Father  of  Lies  the  holy  Books  of  the  Sybils^ 
and  all  the  Proofs  of  true  Religion,  which  the 
Fathers  have  fetch’d  from  thence.  Beftdes,  Son, 
continu’d  he  Smiling,  his  not  decent  in  you  to 
annul  the  Marriage  which  a  certain  Cardinal 
has  made  between  David  and  a  Sybil ,  and  accufe 
that  learned  Perfon  of  having  put  in  Parallel 
a  great  Prophet,  and  a  be-deviFd  old  Woman  ^ 
for  either  David  ftrengthens  the  Evidence  of  the 
Sybils  or  the  Sybil  weakens  the  Authority  of 
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David.  I  beg  Sir,  (interrupted  I)  that  you 
would  refume  the  Serious. 

I  will  fo,  faid  he,  provided  you  will  not  ac- 
cufe  me  of  being  too  much  fo.  Do  you  think 
the  Devil  was  ever  divided  againit  himfelf? 
And  is  he  ever  againft  his  own  Intereft  ?  Why 
not,  faid  I  ?  Why  not,  faid  he  ?  Becaufe  he  whom 
TertuUian  has  fo  happily  and  glorioufly  call'd 
The  Reafon  of  God ,  has  declar’d  otherwife.  Sa¬ 
tan  never  divided  againft  himfelf.  It  therefore 
follows  either,  that  the  Devil  never  fpoke  in 
Oracles,  or  that  he  never  fpoke  againft  his 
Xnterefts.  Ergo ,  if  the  Oracles  have  fpoke# 
againft  the  Intereft  of  the  Devil,  it  was  not 
the  Devil  that  fpoke  in  the  Oracles.  But  faid 
X  to  him,  might  not  God  force  the  Devil  to 
bear  Teftimony  to  the  Truth,  and  fpeak  againft 
himfelf  ?  But,  (reply’d  he)  fuppofe  God  did  not 
force  him  to  do  it  ?  In  that  Cafe  (reply’d  I) 
you’ll  be  more  in  the  Right  than  the  Monks. 
Let  us  then  examine  it,  purfud  he  •  and  in 
Order  to  proceed  ferioufly  and  convincingly,  I 
will  not  bring  the  Teftimonies  of  the  Oracles 
reported  by  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  tho’Tm 
perfwaded  of  the  Veneration  you  have  for  thofe 
great  Men.  Their  Religion,  and  the  Intereft 
they  had  in  the  Thing,  might  have  prejudic’d 
them  $  and  their  Love  for  the  Truth,  might 
have  put  them  upon  borrowing  fomeCloaths  * 
and  even  fome  fictitious  Ornament  to  drefs  it 
up  in,  becaufe,  intheirTime,  Truth  was  very 
poor  and  naked  :  They  were  Men,  and  confe- 
quently  might  have  been  falfe  Witnefles,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Maxim  of  the  Poet  of  the  Synagogue. 

I  fhal!  therefore  take  a  Man  that  cannot  be 
fufpected  in  this  Caufe  :  A  Pagan  indeed,  but 

a  Fagan 


/ 
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a  Pagan  of  a  different  fort  from  Lucretius,  pr  Lu- 
cian^bv  the  Epicwaans  a  Pagan  fo  extravagantes 
to  believe  that  there  are  Gods  and  Devils  with¬ 
out  Number,  immoderately  fuperftitious,  a  great 
Magician,  or  pretending  to  be  fuch,  and  confe- 
quently  a  great  Partifan  of  Devils,  and  that  is 
Porphyrins.  Ill  give  you,  Word  for  Word,  fonre 
Oracles  that  he  reports. 


ORACLE. 

THere  is  above  the  Celeftial  Fire  a 
Flame  incorruptible,  ever  fparkling. 
Source  of  Life,  Fountain  of  all  Beings,  and 
Principal  of  all  Things.  This  Flame  pro¬ 
duces  every  Thing,  and  Nothing  periflies 
but  what  It  confiâmes.  It  is  felf-evident  5 
it  cannot  be  contained  in  any  Place  ;  it  is 
corporeal  and  immaterial  5  it  environs  the 
Heavens,  and  there  iffues  out  of  it  a  fmall 
Spark,  which  makes  the  whole  Fire  of  the 
Sun,  of  the  Moon,  and  of  the  Stars.  This 
is  what  I  know  of  God  :  don't  feek  further 
into  his  Nature,  for  that  pafles  thy  Under- 
ftanding,  however  wife  thou  art.  To  con¬ 
clude,  know  that  wicked,  unjuft  Man,  can¬ 
not  hide  himfelf  from  God,  No  Craft,  no 
Evafion,  can  difguife  any  Thing  from  his 
piercing  Eyes.  Every  Tiling  is  full  of  God, 

God  is  eve rv  where, 

■  ^ 

0  Ton 
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You  fee,  my  Son,  that  this  Oracle  has  not 
too  ftrong  a  Smack  of  the  Devil.  At  leaft,  a i> 
fwered  I,  the  Devil  departs  pretty  much  from 
his  Character  in  it  :  Here  is  another,  faid  he, 
that  preaches  yet  better. 


ORACLE. 


THere  is  in  God  an  iinmenfe  Profundity 
of  Flame  :  The  Heart  however  ought 
not  to  fear  touching  this  adorable  Fire,  or 
being  touch’d  by  it  $  it  will  not  be  confu- 
med  by  this  gentle  Fire,  the  Warmth  where¬ 
of  caufes  the  Combination,  the  Harmony, 
and  the  Duration  of  the  World.  Nothing 
fubfifts  but  by  this  Fire,  which  is  God  it 
felf  No  Body  begat  it,  it  has  no  Mother, 
it  knows  every  Thing;  and  can  be  taught 
Nothing  :  It  is  unalterable  in  its  Defigns, 
and  its  Name  is  ineffable.  This  is  God  : 
For,  as  for  us,  who  are  his  Meffengers,  WE 
ARE  ONLY  A  SMALL  PART  OF 

go  a 

Well,  what  fay  you  of  this  ?  I  fay  of  both 
of  them,  reply'd  I,  that  God  can  force  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Untruth  to  bear  Teftimony  fto  the 
Truth.  Here  is  another,  reply ’d  the  Count, 
which  will  remove  that  Scruple. 

O  K  A- 


■;-US 


The  Hijiory  oj  S  p  i  r  i  t  s. 


.£75  ^  «  2/i  iA  ^5  -^' 


JÛÏ  J. 


ORACLE. 


WEEP,  O  ye  Tripods,  and  bewail 
your  Apollo  3  HE  IS  MORTAL, 
HE  IS  DYING,  HE  IS  D  E  A  D  3 
becaufe  the  Light  of  the  Celeftial  Flame 
extinguifhes  him. 


You  fee  plainly,  my  Child,  what  this  is 
that  fpeaks  in  thefe  Oracles,  and  explains  fo  well 
to  the  Heathens,  the  Efience,  the  Unity,  the 
Immenfity,  the  Eternity  of  God.  He  owns  he 
is  mortal,  and  hut  a  Spark  of  God  It  is  not 
the  Devil  therefore  that  fpeaks,  fince  he  is  im¬ 
mortal,  and  fince  God  would  not  force  him  to 
fay  he  is  not  fo.  It  is  determined,  that  Sataii 
does  not  divide  againft  himfelf.  Was  faying 
there  was  hut  one  God  a  likely  Expedient  to 
caufe  himfelf  to  he  worfhip'd  ?  He  fays  he's  mor¬ 
tal  -,  how  long  has  the  Devil  been  fo  modeft,  fo 
felf-denying,  as  to  difown  even  his  natural  Qua¬ 
lities.  You  fee  therefore,  my  Son,  that  if  the 
Principle  of  him,  who  is  call'd  hy  way  of  Ex¬ 
cellence  the  *  God  of  Science s,  fubfifts,  it  can¬ 
not  he  the  Devil  who  fpoke  in  the  Oracles. 

But,  (faid  I)  if  it  was  not  the  Devil,  either 
lying  for  the^  Nonce,  when  he  talk'd  of  being 
mortal-,  or  telling  Truth  by  Compulfion,  when 
he  fpoke  of  God  :  to  what  Caufe  will  your  Ca¬ 
bal  afcribe  all  the  Oracles  which  you  allow  have 

a£tu- 


*  He  means  Apollo,  who  ft  'Principle  is  Fire , 
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a&ually  Been  ?  Is  it  to  the  Exhalation  of 

the  Earth,  as  Ariflotle ,  Cicero ,  Plutarch - A- 

las,  no,  (replies  the  Count)  Thanks  to  the  facred 
Cabala ,  I  am  not  fo  whimfical  as  that  comes  to. 
How  !  (return’d  I)  do  you  hold  that  Opinion  to 
be  whimfical  ?  Its  Favourers  are  Men  of  good 
Senfe.  Not  in  that  -,  (continued  he)  and  it  is 
impoifible  to  attribute  to  fuch  Exhalation  all 
that  has  pafs’d  of  Oracular.  For  Example: 
That  Man,  in  Tacitus ,  who  appear’d  in  a  Dream 
to  the  Priefts  ot  Hercules  in  Awnema,  and  com¬ 
manded  them  to  get  ready  for  him  fome  Hull- 
tin  g-Horfes  for  a  Chace.  So  far  it  might  be  Ex¬ 
halation  -,  but  when  thofe  Horfes  return’d  in  the 
Evening  quite  jaded,  and  the  Quivers  empty’d 
of  their  Shafts,  and  the  next  Day,  there  were 
juft  fo  many  Beafts  found  dead  in  the  Foreft,.  as 
there  had  been  Arrows  in  the  Quivers-,  it  is 
plain  it  could  not  be  Exhalation  which  caus’d 
that  Effeft  -,  much  lefs  the  Devil  -,  for  it  would 
be  having  an  irrational  and  un-cabaliftical  No¬ 
tion  of  the  Mifery  of  God’s  Enemy,  to  believe 
he  was  fulfer’d  to  divert  himfelf  with  hunting  a 
Stag  or  a  Flare. 

To  what  other  Caufe  then  (faid  I)  does  the 
facred  Cabal  afcribe  all  this?  Hold  a  while, 
(anfwerd  he.)  Before  I  unfold  to  }mu  this  My- 
ftery,  I  muft  cure  you  of  the  Prejudice  you  may 
be  under,  as  to  that  pretended  Exhalation  for, 
methought,  }rou  cited  with  an  Emphafis  Ari- 
Jlotle ,  Plutarch ,  and  Cicero.  You  might  like  wife 
have  cited  Jamblicus ,  who,  tho’  a  great  Genius, 
continued  fome  Time  in  that  Error,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  foon  relinquifh’d,  when  he  had  examh 
ned  the  Thing  more  maturely  in  his  Book  of 
Myfteries. 

..  . ,  .  Peter 
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Peter  of  Apoiitis ,  Pornpomtius,  Levimus ,  Sh  em¬ 
its ,  and  Lvcilio  Vanino ,  were  likewife  overjoy’d 
to  find  that  Subterfuge  in  fome  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents.  All  thofe  pretended  Free-thinkers,  who, 
when  they  treat  of  divine  Things,  fpeak  ra¬ 
ther  what  they  wifh,  than  what  they  know 


ral  in  Oracles,  for  fear  of  confeifmg  there’s  any 
Thing  above  Man.  They’re  apprehenfive  left 
People  fhould  make  a  Ladder  for  them  to  mount 
up  to  a  God,  whom  they  fear  to  come  to  the 
Knowledge  of  by  the  Steps  of  Spiritual  Creatures  ^ 
and  they  had  rather  frame  one  for  themfelves  to 
defcend  into  Nothingnefs.  In  dead  of  lifting 
themfelves  towards  Heaven,  they  delve  into 
the  Earthy  and,  infteadof  fearching  in  Beings 
fuperior  to  Man,  for  the  Caufe  of  thofe  Raptures 
which  raife  him  above  himfelf,  and  render  him 
a  Kind  of  Divinity  ^  they  foolifhly  afcribe 
to  impotent  Exhalations,  that  Power  of  pene¬ 
trating  into  Futurity, difcovering  hidden  Things, 
and  foaring  up  to  the  higheft  Secrets  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Effence. 

Such  is  the  Mifery  of  Man,  when  poOefs’d 
with  a  Spirit  of  Contradiction,  and  a  Humour 
of  thinking  differently  from  others  !  Inftead  of 


and  hamper  himfelf.  Thefe  Libertines  are  not 
for  fubjeCting  Man  to  Subftances  lefs  material 
than  himfelf,  and  yet  flibject  him  to  an  Exha¬ 
lation  -,  and  without  conlidering,  that  there’s  no 
Relation  between  that  chimerical  Fume  and 
the  Soul  of  Man,  between  that  Vapour  and  fu¬ 
ture  Things,  between  that  frivolous  Caufe  and 
thofe  miraculous  Effedts,  they  think  being  Sin- 


G 


gular, 
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gular,  is  enough  to  make  them  be  thought  Ratio» 
rial.  ?Tis  fiimdent  for  them  to  deny  the  Being 
of  Spirits,  and  yet,  forfooth,  they  put  on  an 
Air  of  free-thinking  Spirits. 

You  do  not  love  Singularity  then?  (interrup¬ 
ted  I.)  Ah!  Son,  (faid  he)  his  the  Peft  of  good 
Senfe,  and  the  Stumbling-block  of  the  great  eft 
Wits.  Ariftotle ,  as  great  a  Logician  as  he  was, 
rould  not  avoid  the  Snare  into  which  the  Fancy" 
of  Singularity  leads  thofe  whom  it  poffeffes  fo  vi¬ 
olently  as  it  did  him  ^  he  could  not  help  entang-^ 
ling  and  contradicting  himfelf.  In  his  Book  of 
the  Generation  of  Animals ,  and  in  that  of  Mo¬ 
rals,  he  fays,  That  the  Wit  and  Underftanding 
of  Man,  comes  to  him  from  without,  and  that 
we  cannot  receive  it  from  our  Parents  :  And 
from  the  Spirituality  of  the  Operations  of  our 
Soûl,  he  concludes,  that  it  is  of  a  different  Na¬ 
ture  from  that  material  Compofition  which  it  a-* 
nimates,  and  whofe  Groffnefs  only  ferves  to  of- 
fufcate  the  Speculations,  rather  than  contribute 
to  their  Production.  Blind  Ariftotle  !  if,  accor¬ 
ding  to  you,  our  material  Compofition  cannot 
be  the  Source  of  our  Spiritual  Thoughts,  how 
will  you  make  it  ^out,  that  a  weak  Exhalation 
can  be  the  Caufe  of  fublime  Thoughts,  and  of 
that  foaring  Pitch  which  the  Pythian  Oracles  fly  ? 
You  fee,  my  Son,  that  this  Free-thinker  con¬ 
tradicts  himfelf,  and  is  put  into  a  Wood  by  his 
Singularity.  You  argue  very  juftly.  Sir,  (faid 
I  ;  glad  to  hear  him  talk  rationally,  and  hoping 
that  his  Madnefs  would  prove  no  incurable  Di- 
ftemper)  God  grant  that - — .  Plutarch ,  (con¬ 

tinu'd  he,  interrupting  me)  who  is  fo  folid  in 
other  RefpeCts,  moves  my  Pity  in  his  Dialogue 

con- 
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concerning  the  déflation  of  Oracles .  He  raife§ 
Objections,  but  does  not  refolve  them.  Why 
does  he  not  anfwer  to  what  is  faid  to  him,  viz. 
That  if  his  Exhalation  that  caufes  that  Rapture, 
all  thofe  who  approach  the  Fate-foretelling  Tri¬ 
pod,  would  be  fexz’d  with  Enthufiafm,  and  not 
one  Female  alone,  nor  her,  unlefs  a  Virgin  ?  But 
how  can  that  V apour  give  articulate  Sounds  from 
the  Belly  ?  Befides,  that  Exhalation  is  a  natu¬ 
ral  and  neceffary  Caufe,  and  ought  to  produce 
its  Effect  regularly  and  continually  ^  how  comes 
that  Maiden  never  to  be  under  Agitation,  but 
when  confulted  ?  And,  which  is  more,  why  has 
the  Earth  given  over  fending  forth  fuch  di¬ 
vine  Vapours  ?  Is  it  not  as  much  Earth  now 
as  then?  Does  it  receive  other  Influences?  Fias 
it  other  Seas,  other  Rivers  >  Who  has  therefore 
fo  ftop'd  up  its  Pores,  or  chang'd  its  Nature? 

I  wonder  that  Pomponatius ,  Lucilius ,  and  the 
other  Libertines,  fhould  borrow  the  Idea  from 
Plutarch ,  and  for  fake  the  Manner  in  which  he 
expreffes  himfelf.  He  fpoke  more  judicioufly 
than  Cicero  and  Ariftotle ,  as  he  was  a  Man  of 
very  good  Senfe  -,  and  not  knowing  what  Con- 
clufion  to  draw  from  all  thofe  Oracles,  after  a 
tirefome  Irrefolution,  he  determin'd,,  that  that 
Exhalation  which  he  believ'd  iffu'd  from  the 
Earth,  was  a  moft  divine  Spirit  ;  Thus  he  af 
crib'd  to  a  Deity  thofe  extraordinary  Movements 
and  Illuminations  of  Apollo's  Priefteffes.  This 
prophefying  Vapour  is  (fays  he)  a  moft  Divine 
Breath,  and  moft  Holy  Spirit,  Pomponatitfs ,  Luci- 
lius ,  and  the  modern  Atheifts,  don’t  take  up  with 
thefe  Ways  of  Speaking  which  fuppofe  a  Deity. 
Thefe  Exhalations  (fay'  they)  were  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  thofe  Vapours  which  moleft  the  Atrabi- 

G  2  larious. 
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larious,  (Splenatick)  who  fpeak  Languages  they 
don  t  underhand.  But  Fervelius  very  well  con¬ 
futes  thole  Wretches,  by  proving,  that  the  Bile, 
which  is  a  peccant  Humour,  cannot  caufe  that 
Diverfity  o!  Tongues,  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
marvellous  Effedts  of  Confideration,  and  an 
artificial  Declaration  of  our  Thoughts.  He, 
however,  decided  the  Thing  imperfectly,  in 
fubfcribing  to  Pfellus ,  and  all  thofe  who  have 
not  div’d  deep  enough  in  our  Holy  Philofophy. 
Being  at  a  Lofs  whence  to  fetch  the  Caufes  of 
fuch  furprizing  Lffecls,  he  atted  juft  as  the 
Women  and  Monks  do,  and  afcrib’d  em  to  the 
Devil.  What  then  ought  they  to  be  afcrib’d 
to  ?  (laid  I)  I  have  long  waited  for  this  Caba- 
liftick  Secret. 

Pint  arch  has  very  well  mark’d  it,  (faid  he) 
and  he  had  done  well,  if  he  had  ftuck  there, 
That  irregular  Method  of  making  Lfe  of  an 
unfeemly  Organ  for  ExpreiFion,  not  being  grave 
enough,  nor  becoming  the  Majefty  of  the  Gods, 
(fays  that  Pagan)  and  what  the  Oracle  fpoke 
furpafting  likewife  the  Powers  of  the  Soul  of 
Man  -,  they  have  done  great  Service  to  Philor 
phy,  who  have  fet  up  mortal  Creatures  be¬ 
tween  Gods  and  Men  *,  to  whom  may  be  referr’d 
every  Thing  that  exceeds  human  Weaknefs, 
and  yet  is  fhort  of  the  divine  Greatnefs. 

This  Opinion  was  held  by  all  the  ancient 
Philofophers.  The  Plat oni fis  and  the  Pythago¬ 
reans,  took  it  from  the  ^Egyptians  -,  and  they 
from  Jofeph  the  Saviour,  and  from  the  Hebrews 
who  lojourn’d  in  Ægyçt  before  the  Paftage  of 
the  Red  Sea.  The  Hebrews  call’d  thefe  Subftan- 
ces,  which  are  half  Angel  half  Man,  Sadaim  * 
md  the  Greeks  tranfpofing  the  Syllables,  and 
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adding  but  one  Letter,  call'd  them  Daimonas . 
Thefe  D&mons  are  with  the  ancient  Philofophers, 
an  Aerial  Nation,  ruling  over  the  Elements, 
mortal,  ingendering,  unknown  in  this  Age  to 
thofe  who  do  not  leek  the  Truth  in  its  ancient 
Aboad,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  Cabala,  and 
in  the  Theology  of  the  Hebrews ,  who  had 
the  particular  Art  of  entertaining  that  Aerial 
Nation,  and  converting  with  all  thofe  Inmates 
of  the  Air. 

You  are  return’d  again  to  your  Sylphs ,  Sir,  (in¬ 
terrupted  I.)  I  am  lo,  (continu’d  he.)  The 
Theraphim  of  the  Jews  was  nothing  but  the 
Ceremony  neceffary  to  be  obferv'd  in  that  Com¬ 
merce  •  and  that  Jew  Mkhas. ,  who  complains 
in  the  Book  of  Judges ,  that  his  Gods  were  taken 
from  him,  only  laments  the  Lofs  of  the  little 
Image  wherein  the  Sylphs  us’d  to  converfe 
I  with  him.  The  Gods  which  Rachel  Hole  from  her 
1  Father,  was  likewife  a  Theraphim.  Neither  Mi- 
|  chas  nor  Laban  are  reprov’d  for  Idolatry,  nor 
would  Jacob  have  car’d  to  have  liv’d  fourteen 
Years  with  an  Idolater,  or  to  have  marry ’d  his 
Daughter  :  ’Twas  only  a  Commerce  of  Sylphs  y 
and  we  know  by  Tradition,  that  fuch  Com¬ 
merce  was  allow’d  by  the  Synagogue  -,  and  that 
the  Idol  belonging  to  David  s  Wife,  was  no¬ 
thing  but  a  Theraphim  *,  by  Help  whereof,  fh e 
held  Correfpondence  with  the  elementary  Inha¬ 
bitants*,  for  you  may  well  imagine  the  Prophet 
after  God’s  own  Heart,  would  not  have  buffer'd 
Idolatry  in  his  Houfe. 

Thefe  Elementary  Nations,  fo  long  as  God 
neglected  the  Salvation  of  the  World  in  Punifh- 
inent  fqt  the  firft  Sin,  delighted  in  expreifing  to 

Men 
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Men  in  Oracles,  what  they  knew  of  God  *  they 
took  a  Pleafure  in  teaching  them  to  live  moral¬ 
ly -,  in  giving  them  moft  wile  and  falutary  Coun- 
fels,  filch  as  are  feen  frequently  in  Plutarch , 
and  all  the  Hiftorians.  So  foon  as  God  took 
Compaffion  on  Mankind,  and  was  pleas’d  him- 
felf  to  be  their  Teacher,  thefe  little  Mafters 
withdrew.  Hence  comes  the  Silence  of  Oracles. 

The  Refult  therefore  of  your  Difcourfe,  (re¬ 
ply ’d  I)  is,  that  there  have  certainly  been 
Oracles,  or  Places  where  divine  Anfwers  were 
given,  and  that  ’twas  the  Sylphs  who  gave  thofç 
Anfwers,  and  who  ftill  give  them  every  Day 
in  Drinking-Glaffes  or  Looking-Glaffes.  The 
Sylphs ,  ox  Salamanders,  th o  Gnomes  or  the  Nymphs , 
(reply ’d  the  Count.)  If  fo.  Sir,  (reply’d  I)  all 
your  Elementary  Folks  are  very  ill-defigning 
People.  Why  fo  ?  (faid  he.)  Why,  can  any 
Thing  be  more  knavilh,  (purfu  d  I)  than  thole 
double-meaning  Anfwers  which  they  gave  con¬ 
tinually  ?  Continually  !  (reply’d  he.  )  Alas  l 
not  continually.  That  Sylphid  who  appear’d 
to  that  Roman  in  AJia,  and  predicted  to  him, 
that  he  fhould  one  Day  return  thither  again, 
with  the  Dignity  of  Proconful,  did  {he  fpeak 
obfcurely?  And  does  not  Tacitus  fay,  the  Thing 
came  to  pafs  juft  as  fhe  had  foretold?  That 
Jnfcription,  and  thofe  famous  Statues  in  the 
Hiftory  of  Spain ,  who  advertis’d  the  un- 
happy  King  Rodriguez,  that  his  Curiofity  and 
Incontinence  fhould  be  punifh’d  by  Men  ha¬ 
bited  and  arm’d  juft  as  they  themfelves  were  ^ 
and  that  thofe  fable  Men  fhould  ftere  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Spain ,  and  reign  there  a  long  Time  ^  could 
this  have  been  plainer,  and  was  it  not  made 

good 
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good  by  the  Event  the  very  fame  Year  ?  Did 
not  the  Moors  come  and  dethrone  that  effemi¬ 
nate  King  ?  You  know  the  Story  well  enough , 
and  you  are  fenfible,  that  the  Devil,  who,  fince 
the  Reign  of  the  Mejfias ,  has  not  the  Difpofal 
of  Empires,  could  not  be  the  Author  of  that 
Oracle  *  and  that  it  was  undoubtedly  fome  great 
Cabalift,  who  had  learn  d  it  from  fome  of"  the 
moft  learned  Salamanders.  For  as  the  Salaman * 
ders  are  mighty  Lovers  of  Chaftity,  they  wil¬ 
lingly  impart  to  us  the  Misfortunes  that  are  to 
befal  the  World  for  Want  of  that  Vertue. 

But,  Sir,  (faid  I  to  him)  that  fame  Hetero- 
elite  Infiniment,  which,  they  made  Ufe  of  to 
preach  their  Morality,  do  you  think  it  very 
chaft,  and  worthy  of  the  Cabaliftick  Modefty  ? 
You  have  a  corrupt  Imagination,  (faid  the  Count 
fmiling.)  You  dont  fee  thePhyfical  Reafon  why 
a  Salamander  naturally  delights  in  the  moft  fiery 

Parts,  and  is  attracted  by - .  I  underftand9 

(interrupted  I)  you  need  not  give  yourfelf  the 
Trouble  to  explain  yourfelf  more  at  full. 

As  for  the  Obfcurity  of  fome  Oracles,  (pur- 
;  fu  d  he  ferioufiy)  which  you  call  Knavery,  is 
:  not  Darknefs  the  cuftomary  Drefs  of  Truth  ? 

Does  not  God  delight  to  hide  himfelf  in  the  fable 
j  Mantle  of  Night  ?  And  is  not  the  everlafting  O- 
racle,  which  he  has  left  to  his  Children,  the 
Holy  Scripture,  Is  it  not  wrapt  up  in  an  ado¬ 
rable  Obfcurity,  which  confounds  and  puzzles 
the  Proud,  as  much  as  its  Light  guides  the  Hum¬ 
ble  ? 

If  you  have  no  other  Difficulty  but  that,  m}^ 
Son,  I  would  not  have  you  defer  entering  into 

Ac- 
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Acquaintance  with  thofe  Elementary  Folks.’ 
You  11  find  them  a  very  good  Sort  of  People, 
learned,  benevolent,  Fearers  of  God.  Im  ot  O- 
pinion  you  fhould  begin  with  the  Salamanders  * 
tor  you  have  Mars  in  the  Top  of  Heaven  in  your 
Figure,  which  fignifies,  that  there's  a  great  deal 
of  Fire  in  all  your  Adions.  And  as  tor  Marri¬ 
age,  I'm  clearly  for  your  taking  a  Sylphid -, 
you’ll  be  happier  with  her,  than  with  any  of 
the  others  -,  for  you  have  Jupiter  in  the  Point 
of  your  Attendant,  and  Venus  looking  Sextile . 
Now,  Jupiter  prefides  over  the  Air,  and  the  In¬ 
habitants  thereof.  However,  you  muft  confult 
your  own  Heart  upon  this  -,  for,  as  you’ll  one 
Day  fee,  a  Sage  governs  himfelf  by  the  interior 
Stars,  and  the  Stars  of  the  exterior  Heaven  ferve 
only  to  give  him  a  more  certain  Knowledge  of 
the  Afpeds  of  the  Stars  of  the  interior  Hea¬ 
ven,  which  is  in  each  Creature.  So  that  now 
it  is  your  Part  to  tell  me  your  Inclination,  that 
we  may  proceed  to  your  Alliance  with  filch  of 
thofe  Elementary  People  as  are  moft  to  your  Li¬ 
king.  Sir,  (anfwer’d  I)  this  Affair,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  requires  a  little  Confultation.  I  efteem  you 
for  that  Anfwer,  (Laid  he  to  me)  laying  his  Hand 
on  my  Shoulder.  Confult  maturely  this  Affair, 
especially  with  him  who  is  call’d,  by  Way  of 
Excellence,  the  Angel  of  the  Great  Council  : 
Go,  betake  yourfelf  to  Prayér,  and  I’ll  be  with 
you  to  Morrow  at  Two  i’th’  Afternnoon. 

We  took  Coach  for  Paris,  and,  as  we  rode,  I 
again  engag’d  him  upon  the  Difcourfe  againft 
Atheifts  and  Libertines  :  I  never  in  my  Life 
heard  fuch  excellent  Arguments,  nor  fuch  noble 
and  weighty  Things  fa  id,  for  the  Exiflence  of  a 

God, 
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a  God,  and  againft  the  Blindnefs  of  thofe  who 
pafs  their  Life  without  giving  themfelves  entire¬ 
ly  up  to  a  fober  and  confiant  Worfhip  of  Him, 
to  whom  we  owe  both  the  Donation  and  Con- 
fervation  of  our  Being.  I  was  furpriz’d  at  the 
Character  of  this  Man  *,  and  I  could  not  com¬ 
prehend  how  5twas  poifible  for  him  to  be  at  once 
fo  wife  and  fo  weak  ^  fo  admirable  and  fo  ridi¬ 
culous. 


jo  The  Count  de  G  aba  lis;  or. 
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DISCOURSE  IV. 


S  T  A  Y 5  D  within  for  the  Count  de 
Gabalîs,  according  to  Agree¬ 
ment»  He  came  at  the  appointed 
Hour,  and  accofting  me  with  a 
finding  Air  -,  Well,  Son,  (fays  he) 
invifible  Species  does  God  give  you 
moft  Inclination  to  ?  Would  you  rather  have  a 
Salamander,  or  a  Gnome ,  a  Nymph,  or  a  Sylphid  ?  I 
am  not,  as  yet,  fully  determined,  Sir,  (replies  I.) 
Why,  where  flicks  it  ?  (fays  he.)  To  be  frank 
with  you.  Sir,  (anfwer’d  I)  I  can’t  conquer  my 
Conceit,  which  ftill  reprelents  thofe  pretended 
Inhabitants  of  the  Air,  as  fo  many  Limbs  ol 
the  Devil.  O  Lord  Î  (exclaims  he  aloud)  Diifi- 
pate,  O  God  of  Light,  the  Darknefs  which 
Ignorance  and  a  perverfe  Education  have 
fpread  upon  the  Mind  of  this  Elect,  whom  thou, 
O  God,  haft  intimated  to  me  to  be  deftinated 
for  great  Things!  And  you,  my  Child,  fhut 
not  the  Door  againft  the  Truth,  which  is  wil¬ 
ling  to  enter  in  unto  thee.  Be  docil.  But  no, 
I  difpenfe  with  you  from  being  fo  -,  for  it  is 
injurious  to  Truth,  to  have  a  Harbinger.  She 

can 
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.can  break  thro1  Gates  of  Iron,  and  enter  where 
ihe  plea  les  *,  maugre  all  the  Refiitance  of  Falfe- 
fhood.  What  can  you  have  to  oppofe  to  her? 
Was  not  God  able  to  create  thofe  Subftances  in 
the  Elements,  juft  as  I  have  defend'd  them  ? 

I  have  not  examin'd,  (laid  I  to  him)  whether 
the  Thing  it  lelf  be  impolfiMe  -,  whether  one 
foie  Element  can  furniih  Blood,  Fiefti,  and 
Bones  whether  there  can  be  a  Temperature 
without  Mixture,  and  Action  without  Contra¬ 
riety  :  But  fuppoftng  God  is  able  to  do  it,  what 
folid  Proof  is  there  that  he  has  done  it  ? 

You  ihall  be  convinc'd  (faid  he)  this  Mo¬ 
ment,  without  any  more  ado.  I  will  call  hi¬ 
ther  the  Sylphs  of  Cardanus  ^  you  Ihall,  from 
their  own  Mouth,  hear  what  they  are,  and 
what  I  have  told  you  of  'em.  By  no  Means, 
good  Sir,  (cry’d  I  haftily)  I  beg  you  would  let 
it  alone,  'till  iiich  Time  as  Tm  perfwaded  thole 
People  are  not  God's  Enemies  -,  for  I  would 
fooner  die,  than  do  fuch  Wrong  to  my  Con- 

f-  •  y  ^  j 

icience,  as - — • 

Behold  the  ignorant  and  falfe  Piety  of  thefe 
unhappy  Times  !  (interrupts  the  Count  angrily.) 
Why  then  are  not  the  greateft  of  the  Ancho¬ 
rets  expung'd  the  Calendar  of  Saints  ?  Why 
are  not  their  Statues  burnt  ?  'Tis  a  thoufand 
Pities  they  do  not  infult  their  venerable  Alhes  ! 
and  throw  'em  to  the  Wind,  as  they  would  do 
by  the  Remains  of  fuch  Wretches  as  are  accus'd 
of  converftng  with  the  Devil.  Did  ever  any 
Body  take  it  in  their  Head  to  Exercife  Sylphs  ? 
And  have  they  not  been  treated  as  Men  ?  What 
have  you  to  fay  to  that,  Sir  Scrupulous  ,  you, 
and  all  your  miferable  Teachers  ?  The  Sylph 
who  difeours’d  concerning  his  Nature  to  that 

H  2  Patri- 
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Patriarch,  was  he,  think  ye,  a  Limb  of  the 
Devil  ?  Was  it  with  an  Imp,  that  incomparable 
Man  conferred  about  the  Gofpel ?  And  will  you 
accufe  him  of  qprophaning  the  adorable  Myfte- 
ries,  by  entertaining  himfelf  with  a  Phantom , 
an  Enemy  of  God  ?  Atbamfm  and  Jerom ,  muft 
then  be  moft  unworthy  of  the  great  Name  they 
have  among  the  Learned,  for  writing  with  fo 
much  Eloquence,  the  Elogium  of  a  Man  who 
treated  the  Devils  fo  humanly.  If  they  had 
taken  that  Sylph  for  a  Devil,  they  would  either 
have  conceal’d  the  Thing ,  or  left  out  that 
preaching  in  the  Spirit,  or  that  pathetick  Apo- 
ftrophe  made  to  the  City  of  Alexandria  b}^  an 
Anchoret ,  more  believing  and  zealous  than  you 
are  :  And  if  they  took  him  for  a  Creature  that 
had  (  as  he  affirm’d)  an  Intereft  in  the  Re¬ 
demption,  as  well  as  we  3  and  if  they  thought 
this  Apparition  an  extraordinary  Favour  done 
by  God  to  the  Saint  whofe  Life  they  writ  5  do 
you  do  well  to  pretend  to  be  more  learned  than 
Athanajius  and  Jerom ,  and  more  holy  than  the 
divine  Antony  ?  What  would  you  have  faid 
to  that  admirable  Man,  had  you  been  one  of 
the  ten  thoufand  Hermits  to  whom  he  recount¬ 
ed  the  Converfation  he  had  juft  been  holding 
with  a  Sylph?  You,  wifer,  and  more  fharp- 
.fighted  than  any  of  thofe  earthly  Angels,  would 
undoubtedly  have  remonftrated  to  the  holy 
Abbot,'  that  the  whole  Thing  was  but  mere 
Million  *,  '  and  you  would  have  diftwaded  his 
Difciple  Athanajius ,  from  communicating  to  the 
World  a  Story  fo  little  conlonant  to  Religion, 
Philofophy,  and  common  Seule  5  wornl  you 
mt  ? 


It 
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It  is  true,  (faid  I  to  him)  I  fhould  have  been 
of  the  Mind  either  to  have  faid  nothing  at  all 
of  it,  or  to  have  faid  more  of  it.  Atbanafm  and 
Jerom  (reply ’d  he)  could  not  fa}r  more  of  it  ^ 
for  they  knew  no  more:,  and  even  tho’  they 
had  known  all,  (which  could  not  be,  unlefs 
they  were  of  Us)  they  would  not  have  ralhly 
devulg’d  the  Secrets  of  Sagery. 

But  why  (faid  I)  did  not  that  Sylph  propofe 
to  St.  Antony ,  what  you  propofe  now  to  me  ? 
What,  the  Marriage  ?  (replies  the  Count,  fmil- 
ling.)  That  had  been  a  pretty  Thing  indeed! 
’Tis  likely  the  good  Man  would  not  have  come 
into  t,  (faid  I.)  No,  certainly,  (anfwer’d  the 
Count)  for  it  would  have  been  tempting  God  to 
have  marry’d  at  that  Age,  and  have  aik’d  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Him.  How  !  (retorts  I)  do  People  mar¬ 
ry  thofe  Sylphs  to  have  Children  by  ’em  ?  Why 
not,  (faid  he)  is  Marriage  ever  permitted  for  any 
other  End  ?  I  was  not  aware  (anfwer’d  I)  that 
there  was  any  Thing  of  Increafe  and  Multiply  in 
the  Cafe  ^  I  only  thought  that  the  whole  of 
the  Thing  was  to  immortalize  the  Sylphids. 

Alas!  you’re  deceiv’d,  (purfu’d  he)  the  Cha¬ 
rity  of  Philofophers  caufes  them  to  propofe  to 
themfelves  as  the  Immortality  of  the  Sylphids  : 
But  Nature  caufes*  them  to  defire  to  fee  the  Syl¬ 
phids  fruitful.  Whenever  you  have  a  Mind 
to’t,  }rou  fhall  fee  in  the  Air,  thofe  Philofophic 
Families.  Well  were  it  for  the  World,  if 
there  had  been  no  other  Families,  and  if  there 

>  ’  had  been  no  Children  of  Sin - .  What  is’t  you 

call  Children  of  Sin,  Sir  ?  (reply ’d  I.) 

Thefe  are  (continu’d  hej  all  fuch  Children  as 
are  born  the  common  Way*,  Children  conceiv’d 
:  thro’  the  Will  of  the  Flelh,  not  thro’  the  Will 
I  O  '  •  /?'  ]  of 
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of  God*,  Children  of  Wrath  and  Malediction  -, 
in  fhort,  Children  of  Man  and  Woman.  You 
long  to  be  breaking  in  upon  me  -,  I  fee  what 
you  would  be  faying.  Yes,  Child,  know  that 
’twas  never  the  Will  of  the  Lord,  that  Man 
and  Woman  fhould  have  Children  as  they  have. 
The  Defign  of  the  molt  wife  Operator  was  much 
nobler  *,  he  would  have  had  the  World  peopled  in 
different  Manner  from  what  we  fee  it  If  that 
Wretch  Adam  had  not  egregioufly  difobey’d  the 
Commands  God  gave  him,  not  to  touch  Eve  *, 
but  had  contented  himfelf  with  all  the  other 
Fruits  of  the  Garden  of  Fleafure,  with  the 
Beauties  of  the  Nymphs  and  Sylphids ,  the  World 
had  not  had  the  Shame  to  fee  itfelf  fill’d  with 
Men  fo  imperfeCt  that  they  cannot  be  look’d 
upon  as  any  Thing  but  Monfters,  compar’d  to 
the  Children  of  the  Philofophers. 

So  then,  you  believe,  (faid  I)  that  Adam  s 
Crime  was  not  that  of  eating  an  Apple  ?  Wh y. 
Son,  (reply ’d  he)  are  you  one  of  thofe  who  are 
fo  fimple  as  to  take  the  Story  of  the  Apple 
literally  ?  Alas  !  alas  1  for  you  !  Know  that  the 
holy  Language  makes  Ufe  of  thofe  innocent 
Metaphors,  to  prevent  our  having  corrupt  Idea’s 
of  an  ACtion  which  has  caus’d  all  the  Miferies 
of  Mankind.  Thus,  when  Solomon  faid,  I  will 
climb  up  the  Palm-Tree,  and  gather  the  Fruit 
thereof*,  he  had  quite  another  fort  of  Appe¬ 
tite  upon  him,  than  to  be  eating  of  Dates. 

This  Language,  confecrated  by  the  Angels, 
and  in  which  they  chauiit  forth  Hymns  to 
the  living  God,  has  no  Term  to  exprefs  the 
Meaning  of  thofe  figurative  Words,  Apple  or 
Date.  But  a  Sage  eafily  unriddles  thofe  chafe 
Typifyings.  when  he  fees  that  the  Palate  and 
>  !  ;  Mouth 
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Mouth  of  E%ie  are  not  punifffd,  tand  that  fhe 
brings  forth  with  Pain,  he  knows  it  is  not  the 
Palate  that  offended  ;  And  difcovering  from 
the  Care  the  firft  Sinners  took  to  hide  certain 
Parts  of  their  Body  with  Leaves  5  difcovering 
(I  fay)  what  that  firft  Sin  confifted  in,  he 
draws  this  Conuclufton  -,  namely,  that  God 
was  not  pleas’d  that  Men  fhould  multiply  in 
that  vile  Way.  O  Adam  !  thou  oughteft  not 
to  have  begot  any  Thing  but  what  was  like 
unto  thy  felf,  or  to  have  begot  none  but  He¬ 
roes  or  Giants  ! 

What  Expedient  had  he  (interrupted  I)  for 
either  of  thofe  marvellous  Generations  ?  Obej^- 
ing  God,  (reply’d  he)  touching  none  but  the 
Nymphs,  the  Gnomes ,  the  Sylphids ,  or  the  Sala¬ 
manders.  Thus  had  he  feen  an  Offspring  of  He¬ 
roes,  and  the  Univerfe  had  been  peopled  with 
wonderful  Men  of  fuperior  Strength  and  Wifdom. 
God  has  been  pleas'd  to  give  us  an  Inkling  of 
the  Difference  between  that  innocent  World, 
and  the  guilty  World  we  live  in,  by  permitting 
us  from  Time  to  Time  to  fee  forne  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  born  in  the  Manner  he  had  projected. 
Why,  Sir,  (faid  I)  has  any  Body  ever  feen  thofe 
Children  of  the  Elements  ?  If  fo,  a  certain 
Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne ,  who  to’ther  Day 
cited  to  me  St.  Anftin ,  Si.  Jerom ,  and  Gregory  of 
Na%lan%en,  is  under  a  mighty  Miftake,  in  be¬ 
lieving,  that  no  Fruit  can  grow  from  thofe 
Intimacies  of  Spirits  with  our  Women,  or  from 
the  Converfe  of  Men  with  certain  Damons,  by 
him  call'd  Hyphialtes. 

LaBantius  has  reafond  better,  (reply  5d  the 
Count)  and  the  folid  Thomas  Aquinas ,  has  learn¬ 
edly  refolv  d  that  flich  Intimacies  may  not 

only 
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only  be  fruitful,  but  that  the  Children  born 
thereof,  are  of  a  much  more  generous  and  he- 
roick  Nature.  You  may  at  your  Leifure  read 
the  high  Atchievements  of  thofe  mighty  Men 
who  Mofes  fays  were  born  in  that  Manner  : 
We  have  the  Hiftories  of  em  by  us  in  the  Book 
of  the  Wars  of  the  Lord,  cited  in  the  23d  Chapt. 
of  Numbers.  Mean  While,  judge  what  the 
World  would  be,  if  all  thofe  Inhabitants?  were 
like,  for  Example,  Zoroaftres. 

What,  Zoroaftres,  the  Inventor  of  Necroman¬ 
cy?  (faid  I.)  The  fame  (cry’d  he)  of  whom 
the  Ignorant  have  written  that  Calumny.  He 
had  the  Honour  to  be  the  Son  of  the  Salamande? 
Oromafts,anà  oïVefta, Noah's  Wife.  He  liv’d  twelve 
hundred  Years  the  Sageft  Monarch  in  the  World, 
and  then  was  carry ’d  away  by  his  Father  Oro- 
mafts,  into  the  Region  of  Salamanders.  I  make 
no  Doubt,  (cry’d  I)  but  that  Zoroaftres  is  with 
the  Salamander  Oromafts ,  in  the  Region  of  Fire: 
But  I  would  not,  methinks,  have  put  that  Af¬ 
front  upon  Noah,  as  you  have  done. 

The  Affront  is  not  fo  great  as  you  think  for., 
(reply’d  the  Count)  all  your  Patriarchs  held  it 
a  great  Honour  to  be  the  reputed  Fathers  of  thole 
Children  whom  the  Sons  of  God  were  pleas'd  to 
get  upon  the  Bodies  of  their  Wives  -,  but  as  yet, 
this  is  too  ftrong  Meat  for  you.  Let’s  return 
to  Oromafts  :  He  was  belov  a  by  Vefta,  Noah's 
Wife.  This  Vefta  dying,  became  the  Tutelary 
Genius  of  Rome  -,  and  the  facred  Fire  which  fhe 
enjoin’d  the  Yirgins  to  preferve  with  fo  much 
Care,  was  in  Honour  of  the  Salamander  her  Lover. 
Befides  Zoroaft  res ,  there  fprang  from  their  Loves, 
a  Daughter,  of  exquifite  Beauty,  and  infinite 
Wifdom,  the  divine  Ægsrja }  from  whom,  Nu- 

ma 
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ma  Pompilius  receiv’d  all  his  Laws.  She  oblig'd 
Numa ,  whom  fhe  lov'd,  to  build  a  Temple  to 
V eft  a  her  Mother,  where  fhould  be  kept  the  ha¬ 
tred  Fire,  in  Honour  of  her  Father  Oromafts . 

This  is  the  Truth  of  the  Fable  which  the 
Poets  and  the  Roman  Hiftorians  have  related  con¬ 
cerning  that  Nymph  Ægeria.  William  Poftely 
the  moll  ignorant  of  all  thofe  who  have  fttidy  ’d 
the  Cabala  in  the  ordinary  Books,  had  the  Senfe 
to  perceive,  that  Veftd  was  Noah's  Wife  ^  but 
then  he  knew  not  that  Ægeiia  was  Veftas, 
Daughter  -,  and  not  having  read  the  fecret  Books 
of  the  ancient  Cabala,  a  Copy  of  which  the 
Prince  of  Miranda  gave  fuch  an  immenfe  Suite 
for,  he  confounded  Things,  and  only  believ'd 
that  Ægeria  was  the  good  Genius  of  Noah's  Wife. 
In  thofe  Books  we  are  taught,  that  Ægeria  was 
conceiv'd  upon  the  Waters,  when  Noah  was 
fwimming  upon  the  avenging  Waves  that  over¬ 
flow'd  the  Univerfe  :  The  Women  were  then 
reduc’d  to  that  fmall  Number,  and  efcap’d 
into  that  Cabaliftick  Ark,  built  by  that  fécond 
Father  of  Mankind  :  That  great  Man  groaning 
to  fee  how  terribly  the  Lord  chaftis’d  the  Crimes 
caus’d  by  Adams  Love  of  Eve  ^  feeing  that  Adam 
had  ruin’d  his  Poflerity  by  preferring  Eve  to  the 
Daughters  of  the  Elements,  and  in  taking  her 
from  the  Salamanders ,  or  Sylphs ,  who  would  have 
gain’d  her  Aflè&ion  ^  Noah,  (I  fay)  grown  Wife 
by  the  fad  Example  of  Adam ,  confented  that  his 
Wife  Weft  a  fhould  yield  her  felf  to  the  Salaman¬ 
der  Oromafts ,  Prince  of  the  fiery  Subftances  :  And 
perfwaded  his  three  Sons  likewife,  to  furrender 
their  three  Wives  to  Princes  of  the  three  other  Ele¬ 
ments.  The  Univerfe  was  in  a  fhort  Time  re-peo- 
pl’d  with  Heroick  Men,  fo  knowing  fo  handfoinô, 

J  '  fo 


j 


5 8  The  Count  de  Gabalis;  or , 

fo  admirable,  that  their  Pofterity,  dazl’d  with 
their  Virtues,  has  taken  them  for  Deities.  One 
(  f  NoaV s  Sons,  rebellious  to  his  Father's  Coun- 
fel,  could  not  withftand  the  Charms  of  his  Wife, 
an)^  more  than  Adam  could  thofe  of  Eve  :  But 
in  like  Manner  as  Adams  Sin  blacken’d  the 
Souls  of  all  his  Defendants,  fo  the  Want  of 
Complaifance  in  Ham  for  the  Sylphs ,  put  a  Blot 
upon  all  his  fable  Pofterity.  Hence  comes  the 
horrible  Complexion  of  the  Ethiopians ,  and  of 
all  thofe  hideous  Nations  who  are  commanded 
to  dwell  under  the  Torrid  Zone,  inPunilhment 
of  their  Father’s  profane  Ardor. 

Thefe  are  ver}^  uncommon  Obfervations,  Sir, 
(faid  I,  wondering  at  the  Man’s  Extravagance) 
and  your  Cabala  is  of  marvellous  life  for  clear¬ 
ing  up  the  Things  of  Antiquity.  It  is  fo,  (re- 
ply’dhe,  gravely)  and,  without  it,  Scripture, 
Hiftory,  Fable,  and  Nature,  are  obfcure  and  un¬ 
intelligible.  You  believe,  lor  Example,  that 
the  Injury  Ham  did  his  Father,  was  juft  fo  as 
Vis  defcrib’d  in  the  Bible  -,  when  ’twas  quite 
another  Thing.  Noah ,  going  out  of  the  Ark, 
and  obferving  that  his  Wife  Veflas  Charms  were 
wonderfully  improv’d  by  her  Intimacies  with 
her  Lover  Oromajis ,  became  paflionately  in  Love 
with  her  again.  Ham  fearing,  left  his  Father 
fhould  again  people  the  Earth  with  Children  as 
black  as  his  Ethiopians ,  took  his  Opportunity 
one  Day  when  the  old  Gentleman  tvas  full  of 
Wine,  and  unmercifully  guelt  him.  You  laugh  ? 

I  laugh  at  Hams  indifcreet  Zeal,  (laid  I.) 
Rather  (cry'd  lie)  admire  the  Civility  of  the 
Salamander  Oromajis ,  whofe  Jealoufy  did  not 
overcome  his  Pity  for  his  Rival’s  Misfortune* 
He  taught  his  Son  Zoroafires ,  (otherwife  call’d 
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Japhet)  the  Name  of  the  Almighty  God,  ex- 
preifive  of  his  eternal  Fecundity  :  Japhet  pro¬ 
nounc’d  (fix  Times  alternately,  with  his  Brother 
Shem,  walking  backwards  toward  that  Patriarch) 
the  tremendous  Name  J  AB  A  MI  A  H\  and  fo 
reftor’d  the  old  Man  to  his  former  Condition. 

The  Mif-nnderftanding  of  this  Story,  was  the 
Occafion  of  the  Greeks  faying,  that  the  oldeft  of 
the  Gods  was  guelt  by  one  of  his  Sons  ^  lrat  the 
Truth  of  the  Matter  was  what  I  tell  you.  From 
hence  you  may  fee,  how  much  more  human  the 
Morals  of  the  Salamanders  are  than  ours,  and  even 
.more  than  that  of  the  Sylphs  or  Nymphs  5  for  the  Jea- 
loufy  of  thefe  laft  is  cruel,  as  the  divine  Paraeelfus 
lets  us  know, in  an  Adventure  he  gives  an  Account 
of,  and  to  which  the  whole  Town  of  Sî  cuff  em¬ 
ber  g  were  Eye-witnefles.  A  certain  Philofopher, 
with  whom  a  Nymph  was  engag’d  in  an  Intrigue 
of  Immortality,  was  fo  di I  loyal  as  to  love  a 
Woman  :  As  he  fat  at  Dinner,  with  his  new  Pa¬ 
ramour  and  fome  Friends,  there  appear’d  in  the 
Air  the  faireft,  mod  lilly-white  Thigh  in  the 
World  ^  (the  invifible  Sweet-heart  did  that,  to 
let  her  Traitor’s  Friends  fee  how  much  he  was 
to  blame  in  preferring  a  Woman  to  her.)  After 
this,  the  Nymph,  incens’d,  kill’d  him  upon  the  Spot. 

Ah!  Sir,  (cry VI  I)  this  is  enough  to  put  me 
out  of  Conceit  with  fuch  delicate  Miftrefles.  I 
confefs,  (laid  he)  their  Delicacy  is  fomewhat 
violent.  But  if  there  has  been  Examples  of 
exafperated  Women  murdering  their  perjur’d 
Lovers,  we  mult  not  wonder  that  thole  beauter 
ous,  thofe  confiant  Mi  fire  fies  were  fpeaking  of, 
fliould  be  fo  enrag’d,  when  Men  play  ’em  falfe  $ 
the  more,  becaufe  they  require  nothing  from 
;  them  but  to  abftain  from  Women,  whofe  Imper- 
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fedtions  they  cannot  bear,  and  becaufe  they  give 
us  Leave  to  love  as  many  among  themfeives  as 
we  pleafe.  They  prefer  the  Intereft  and  Im¬ 
mortality  of  their  Companions  to  their  own 
private  Sataisfaetion  -,  and  are  very  glad  to  fee 
the  Sages  bellow  on  their  Republick  as  many 
immortal  Children  as  they  can. 

But  Sir,  (reply  d  I)  how  comes  it  there  are 
fo  few  Examples  ot  what  you  tell  me  ?  There 
are  a  great  many  -,  (continu'd  he)  but  they  are 
not  attended  to,  or  credited,  or,  in  Ihort,  well 
explain'd,  for  want  of  knowing  our  Principles. 
People  attribute  to  the  Devil  what  ought  to  be 
afcrib'd  to  the  Elementary  People.  A  little 
Gnome  gets  into  the  good  Graces  of  a  celebra¬ 
ted  Magdalen  de  la  Croix,  Abbefs  of  a  Nunnery 
at  Coi  duba  in  Spain  -,  fhe  makes  him  happy  at 
twelve  Years  of  Age  -,  and  they  continue  their 
Familiarhy  the  fpace  of  thirty  Years.  An  ig¬ 
norant  ConfelTor  comes,  and  perfwades  Magdalen 
that  her  Lover  is  an  Imp  of  Hell,  and  obliges  her 
to  aik  Abfolution  oi  Pope  Paul  the  Third.  Yet, 
all  this  While,  tis  impoffible  it  Ihoud be  a  De¬ 
lhi  -,  for  'twas  notoriouily  known  all  Europe  over, 
and  Cajfiodorus  Revins  was  fo  kind  as  to  tranf- 
mit  down  to  Pofterity  the  Miracles  that  were 
every  Day  wrought  in  Favour  of  the  Holy  Maid, 
which  certainly  would  not  have  been,  if  her 
Commerce  with  the  Gnome  had  been  fo  Diabo¬ 
lical  as  the  Reverend  Father -ConfelTor  fan¬ 
cy  3d.  This  fame  Dodtor,  (if  Tm  not  miftaken) 
was  fo  hardy  as  to  pronounce,  that  the  Sylph , 
which  us’d  to  immortalize  himfelf  with  young 
Gei  tmde ,  of  the  Nunnery  of  Nazareth  in  Cologn , 
was  fome  Devil.  And  fo  he  was,  no  Doubt, 
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ling)  If  that  were  fo,  the  Devil  had  no  ill  Time 
onft,  to  he  able  to  carry  on  an  Intrigue  with  a 
Girl  of  five  and  twenty, and  write  her  Inch  Love- 
Letters  as  were  found  in  her  Screwtore. 

Afiiire  your  felf,  my  Child,  that  the  Devil* 
in  the  Region  of  Death,  has  other-guefs  fort  of 
Employments,  more  conformable  to  the  Hatred 
which  the  God  of  Purity  bears  to  him  :  But 
thus  it  is  that  People  voluntarily  flint  their 
Eyes.  We  find,  for  Inftance,  in  Titus  Livius, 
that  Rofmdus  was  the  Son  of  Mars  *,  the  Free- 
Thinkers  fay,  his  a  Fable  ^  the  Divines,  that  he 
was  Son  to  an  Incubus -Devil*,  the  Waggs,  that 
Madamoifelle  Sylvia  had  loft  her  Gloves,  and* 
to  cover  the  Shame  of  it,  laid,  a  God  had  ftofn 
"’em  from  her.  Now  We,  who  are  acquainted 
with  Nature,  and  who  are  call'd  by  God  out  of 
Darknefs  to  Light,  We  know,  that  that  pretend¬ 
ed  Mars  was  a  Salamander ,  who,  being  f mitten 
with  young  Sylvia ,  made  her  the  Mother  of  the 
great  Romulus ,  that  Heroe,  who,  after  having 
founded  his  fuperb  City,  was  carry 'd  away 
by  his  Father  in  a  fiery  Chariot,  in  like  Man¬ 
ner  as  Zoroajlres  was  by  Oro?na]is. 

Another  Salamander  was  Father  to  Servius 
Tullius  :  Livy  fays,  ft  was  the  God  of  Fire,  de¬ 
ceiv'd  by  the  Refejnblance  :  And  the  Ignorant 
havepafs’d  the  fame  Judgment  upon  him  as  on 
the  Father  of  Rovmhs.  The  Renowned  Hercu¬ 
les,  and  the  Invincible  Alexander ,  were  Sons  of 
the  mightieft  among  the  Sylphs  :  The  Hiftorians* 
not  knowing  fo  much,  have  faid,  that  Jupiter 
was  their  Father  :  They  faid  true^  for,  as  you’ve 
already  heard,  thofe  Sylphs ,  Nymphs ,  and  Sala¬ 
manders,  being  fet  up  for  Deities,  the  Hiftorians, 
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believing  them  fuch,  call’d  all  who  were  born 
of ’em,  Children  of  God. 

Such  was  the  divine  Plato ,  the  more  divine 
Apollonius  Tyan&us,  Hercules,  Achilles ,  Sarpedon , 
pious  ALrieas,  and  the  celebrated  Mclchijedeck  ^ 
for  do  you  know  who  was  Melchifedeck's  Father  ? 
No  really,  (faid  I)  for  St ,  Paul  did  not  know  it. 
He  did  not  record  it,  you  mean  *5  (replies  the 
Count)  for  he  was  not  permitted  to  reveal  the 
Cabaliftick  Myfteries  *  he  knew  well  enough, 
that  Melchifedeclzs  Father  was  a  Sylph,  and  that 
that  King  of  Salem  was  conceiv'd  in  the  Ark 
by  the  Wife  otShem  :  That  Pontiff's  Manner  of 
Sacrificing,  was  the  fame  that  his  Coufin  Algeria 
taught  King  Huma,  as  well  as  the  Adoration  of 
a  fupream  Deity,  without  Image  or  Statue  ^  for 
which  Reafon,  the  Romans ,  turning  Idolaters 
fame  Time  afterwards,  burnt  the  Holy  Books  of 
Numa ,  which  had  been  dictated  by  Algeria.  The 
firft  God  which  the  Ro7nans  had,  was  the  true 
God  $  their  Sacrifice,  a  true  Sacrifice  ^  they 
offer  d  up  Bread  and  Wine  to  the  fovereign  Ru¬ 
ler  of  the  World  :  But  all  this  was  afterwards 
perverted.  However,  God,  in  Acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  this  firft  Worlhip,  gave  to  that  City, 
which  had  own’d  his  Supremacy,  the  Empire  of 
the  World.  The  fame  Sacrifice  which  Mehhife- 
deck— - 

Sir,  (interrupted  I)  pra j  let  us  drop  Melcbiff- 
declz,  the  Sylph  that  begot  him,  his  Coufin  Alge¬ 
ria,  and  the  Sacrifice  of  Bread  and  Wine.  Thefe 
Proofs  feem  to  me  to  be  fomewhat  remote  ^ 
and  you’ll  oblige  me  mightily,  if  you’d  tell  me 
feme  frefher  News  -,  for  I  have  heard  a  certain 
Doctor  fay,  upon  being  aik’d  what  was  become 
of  the  Companions  of  that  fort  of  Satyr,  which 
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appear’d  to  St.  Anthony,  and  which  you  have 
call’d  Sylph  ;  I  fay,  I  have  heard  that  Doctor 
affirm,  that  that  fort  of  Gentry  was  quite  ex¬ 
tinct.  So  that  the  Elementary  People  may  be 
perifh’d  -,  fince  you  own  ’em  Mortal,  and  we 
hear  no  Tidings  of  em. 

Ï  befeech  God,  (reply ’d  the  Count,  fomewhat 
difturb’d)  I  befeech  the  God  who  knows  all 
Things,  that  he  wou'd  be  pleas’d  not  to  know 
that  Ignoramus,  who  fo  fottifhly  decides  what 
he’s  ignorant  of  !  God  confound  him,  and  all 
like  him  !  Where  has  he  leanTd  that  the  Ele¬ 
ments  are  Defarts,  and  that  all  thofe  wonder¬ 
ful  Nations  are  annihilated.  If  he  would  take 
the  Pains  to  read  Hiftory  a  little,  and  forbear 
afcribingto  the  Devil,  as  the  good  Women  do, 
every  Thing  that  furpaffes  the  chimerical  Theo¬ 
ry  which  he  has  fram’d  to  himfelf,  of  Nature  ^ 
he  wou’d  find  in  all  Ages,  and  in  all  Places, 
Proofs  of  that  which  I  have  advanc’d. 

What  wou’d  your  Doctor  fay  to  that  authen- 
tick  Account  of  what  lately  happen’d  in  » Spain  ? 
A  fair  SyJphid  was  fall’ll  in  Love  with  by  a  Spa7ii- 
ard ,  liv’d  three  Years  with  him,  had  three  fine 
Boys  by  him,  and  then  dy’d.  Will  it  be  faid 
this  was  a  Devil?  A  fpecial  Anfwer,  that  !  ac-( 
cording  to  what  Phyficks  can  the  Devil  orga¬ 
nize  to  himfelf  a  Woman’s  Body,  conceive, 
bring  forth,  give  Suck  ?  What  Proof  is  there  in 
Scripture  of  that  Romantick  Power  which  the 
Theologians  are  forc’d,  on  this  Occafion,  to  veil 
the  Devil  with  ?  And  what  probable  Reafon  can 
their  feeble  Philofophy  furnifh  them  with  ?  The 
Jefuit  Delrio^ an  honeft,  well-meaning  Fellow,  re¬ 
counts  many  of  thefe  Adventures  his  Ample  Way; 
and, without  plaguing  himfelf  with  Phyficâl  Rea¬ 
fon  s. 
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fons,  brings  himfelf  off  bf  faying,  that  thofe 
Sylpbids  were  Damons  :  So  true  is  it,  that  jrour 
greateft  Dodtors  do  many  Times  know  no  more  of 
the  Matter  than  the  filly  Women  !  So  true  is  it, 
that  God  loves  to  retire  into  his  clouded  Throne, 
and,  thickening  the  Darknefs  that  encompaffes 
his  moft  awful  Majefty,  he  inhabits  an  inaccef- 
fible  Light,  and  lets  none  into  his  Truths,  but 
the  poor  in  Spirit.  Learn  to  be  poor  in  Spirit, 
my  Son,  if  you  woffd  penetrate  that  facred 
Night  which  environs  Truth.  Learn  of  the 
Sages  to  allow  to  the  Devils  no  Power  in  Nature, 
fince  the  fatal  Stone  has  finit  ’em  up  in  the 
Depth  of  the  Ab}ffs.  Learn  of  the  Philofophers', 
always  to  look  for  natural  Caufes  in  all  ex¬ 
traordinary  Events  -,  and  when  fuch  natural 
Caufes  are  wanting,  recur  to  God,  and  to  hL 
holy  Angels,  and  never  to  the  evil  Spirits,  who 
no  longer  can  airy  Thing  but  fuffer^  other- 
wife,  you’ll  be  often  guilty  ofBlafphemy,  with¬ 
out  thinking  on’t,  and  will  afcribe  to  the  Devil 
the  Honour  of  the  moft  miraculous  Works  of 
Nature. 

When,  for  In  fiance,  youfhoffdbe  told,  that 
the  divine  Apollonius  Tyanaus  was  conceiv’d  with¬ 
out  the  Operation  of  any  Alan  -,  and  that  a  Sala¬ 
mander  of  Quality  came  down  to  immortalize: 
himfelf  with  his  Mother  *,  you  woffd  fay,  that 
that  Salamander  was  a  Damon  $  and  you’d  honour 
the  Devil  with  the  Birth  of  one  of  the  greateft 
Men  that  ever  fpriing  from  our  Philofophick 
Marriages. 

But  Sir,  (interrupted  Ï)  this  fame  Apollonius  is, 
among  us,  reputed  a  great  Wizzard-,  and  that’s 
the  beft  that’s  faid  of  him.  Behold,  (reply ’d  the 
Count)  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  Effects  of  Ig¬ 
norance 
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norance  and  bad  Education  !  Became  People 
have  heard  their  Nurfes  tell  ftrange  Stories  about 
Witches,  therefore  every  Thing  extraordinary, 
mull  have  the  Devil  for  its  Author.  The  great- 
eft  Do&ors  may  talk  their  Hearts  out,  they 
fhall  not  be  believ'd,  unlefs  they  talk  like  the 
Nurfos.  Apollonius  is  not  begot  by  Man  ♦,  he  un- 
derftands  the  Language  of  Birds  :  Lie  is  feen  at 
the  fame  ïnftant  of  Time  in  different  Places  : 
He  vanifties  from  the  Prefence  of  the  Emperor 
Domitian ,  who  was  going  to  mif-ufe  him  :  He 
raifes  to  Life  a  Girl  by  Yertue  of  Onomancy  : 
He  fays  in  a  publick  Aftembly  at  Epbefus ,  that  at 
that  very  Moment  they  were  killing  a  Tyrant 
at  Rome .  A  Queftion  rifes  concerning  this  Man  : 
The  Nurfe  fays  he's  a  Sorcerer  -,  St.  Jerom ,  and 
St.  Juftin  the  Martyr,  fay,  he's  only  a  great 
Philofopher.  Jerom ,  Juftin ,  and  we  Caba lifts, 
fhall  be  Mad-men  ♦,  and  a  little  beggarly  Sow  of 
a  Nurfe  fhall  cany  it  againft  us.  Alas  !  let  the 
Ignorant  perifh  in  their  Ignorance  ^  but  do  you, 
my  Son,  avoid  the  Shipwreck. 

When  you  fhall  read,  that  the  celebrated  Mer¬ 
lin  was,  without  the  Operation  of  any  Man, 
brought  forth  by  a  Nun,  Daughter  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  *,  and  that  he  fotetold  Things 
to  come  more  clearly  than  a  Tyreftas ,  do  not 
fay  with  the  Mob,  that  he  was  Son  to  an  Incu¬ 
bus-Devil,  becaufe  there  never  were  any  fuch  , 
or  that  he  prophecy'd  by  the  Help  of  the  D&- 
mens ,  becaufe,  according  to  the  Cabala,  a  D&mon 
is  the  moft  ignorant  of  all  Creatures.  Say  with 
the  Sages,  that  the  Englijh  Princefs  was  con.foEd 
in  her  Retirement  by  a  Sylph ,  who  took  Pity  on 
her,  that  he  was  induftrious  to  divert  her,  that 
he  knew  how  to  pleafe  her,  and  that  Merlin , 
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their  Son,  was  brought  up  by  the  Sylphs  in  all 
forts  ol  Learning,  and  learn  a  from  him  to  per¬ 
form  all  the  Miracles  which  the  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land  relates  of  him. 

Do  not  any  longer  caft  an  Afperfion  upon  the 
Counts  of  Clsves ,  by  laying,  that  the  Devil  was 
their  Father  ,  and  have  a  bettter  Opinion  oi 
the  Sylph ,  who  the  Hiftory  fa}^s7  came  to  Cleves 
on  Board  a  miraculous  Ship,  tow’d  by  a  Swan, 
chain’d  thereto  by  a  Silver  Chain.  This  Sylph , 
after  having  feveral  Children  by  the  Heirefs 
of  Cleves ,  did  one  Day,  at  high  Noon,  in  Sight 
of  every  Body,  re-embark  on  his  aerial  Ship. 
What  has  he  done  to  your  Doctors,  that  fhould 
oblige  them  to  make  a  Devil  of  him  ?  But  will 
you  have  no  Regard  to  the  Honour  of  the  Houfe 
of  Ltifgnan  ?  And  will  you  give  to  your  Counts 
of  Poittiers ,  a  diabolical  Genealogy  ?  What  will 
you  fay  of  their  celebrated  Mother  ?  I  thought, 
Sir,  (interrupted  I)  that  you  were  going  to  tell 
the  Tale  of  Melufina.  Ah!  (reply Yl  he)  if  you 
deny  the  Story  of  Melufina,  I  have  done  ^  but 
then  we  muft  burn  the  Books  of  the  great  Para¬ 
cel]  ns,  who,  in  five  or  fix  different  Places,  avers, 
that  there’s  nothing  fo  fure  as  that  this  fame  Melu- 
fina  was  a  Nymph  -,  and  we  muft  give  the  Lie  to 
your  Hiftorians,  who  fay,  that  fince  her  Death, 
or  rather  fince  fhe  difappear’d  to  the  Lyes  of  her 
Hufband,  fhe  has  never  fail’d  (as  often  as  her 
Defendants  were  threaten’d  with  fome  Mit 
chance,  or  that  fome  King  of  France  was  to  die 
in  an  extraordinary  Manner)  to  appear  in  Mourn¬ 
ing  upon  the  grand  Turret  of  the  Chateau  de  Lu- 
fgnan ,  which  fhe  had  caus’d  to  be  built.  You’ll 
bring  upon  your  Back  all  thofe  who  defend 
ftom  that  Nymph ,  or  who  are  related  to  her  Fa- 
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mily,  if  you  perfifi:  in  it,  that  it  was  an  Evil» 
Spirit. 

Do  you  think,  Sir,  (laid  I)  that  thofe  Lords 
wolf  d  chufe  to  fetch  their  Origin  trom  Sylphs  ?  Y  es, 
undoubtedly,  ( reply1  d  he)  it  they  were  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  what  I  teach  you  *,  and  they 
wou  d  hold  fuch  an  uncommon  Birth  as  a  migh  ty 
Honour.  If  they  had  any  of  the  Cabaliitick 
Light,  they  wou  d  know  that  that  fort  of  Gene¬ 
ration  being  more  conformable  to  the  Method, 
in  which  God  at  firft  intended  the  World  fhou  cl 
multiply,  the  Ofspring  of  fuch  Marriages  are 
more  fortunate,  more  valiant,  more  wife,  more 
renowned,  and  more  bleft  of  God.  Is  it  not 
more  glorious  for  thofe  illuftrious  Men  to  be  de¬ 
riv’d  from  thofe  Creatures  fo  perfect,  fo  fage, 
and  fo  powerful,  than  from  fome  filthy  Elf,  or 
fome  infamous  Aj  modem  ? 

Sir,  (faid  I  to  him)  our  Theologifts  are  far 
from  faying,  that  the  Devil  is  the  Father  of  all 
thofe  Men  who  come  into  the  World  no¬ 
body  knows  how.  They  own  that  the  Devil  is 
a  Spirit,  and  fo  cannot  ingender,  Gregory  of 
Nazianzen  (reply ’d  the  Count)  does  not  fay  fo  $ 
for  he  holds,  that  the  D&mom  multiply  among 
themfelves  as  Men  do.  We  are  not  of  his  Opi¬ 
nion,  (reply kl  I)  but  it  happens  (fay  cur  Doctors) 

that - Ah  !  (interrupts  the  Count)  do  not 

fay  what  they  fay,  for  fear,  like  them,  you  fay 
a  very  filthy  and  undecent  Thing.  What  an 
abominable  Evafion  have  they  chopt  upon  ?  It 
is  amazing  how  unaifimoufly  they  embraced  that 
odious  Notion,  and  what  Pleafure  they  took  in 
planting  Hobgoblins  and  Familiars  in  Ambui- 
cade,  to  way-lay  the  idle  Brutality  of  the  Her¬ 
mits,  and  fo  to  haften  into  the  World  thofe  mi- 
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raculous  Men,  whofe  illuftrious  Memory  they 
tarnifh  by  fuch  a  fcoundrel  Origin.  Do  they 
call  this  Fhilofophizing  ?  Is  it  worthy  of  God, 
to  fay  He  has  fuch  Complaifance  for  the  Devils, 
as  to  countenance  fuch  Abominations  *  to  grant 
them  the  Favour  of  Fecundity,  which  he  has 
refus'd  to  great  Saints  -,  and  to  reward  fuch  Oh- 
feenities,  by  creating  for  thole  Embrio  s  of  Ini¬ 
quity,  more  heroick  Souls,  than  for  thofe  who 
were  form’d,  in  the  Chaftity  oi  a  lawlul  Wed¬ 
lock  ?  Is  it  worthy  of  Religion  to  fay,  as  your 
Doctors  do,  that  the  Devil  can,  b}f  that  dete- 
ftable  Artifice,  impregnate  a  Virgin  during  her 
Sleep,  without  hurting  her  Viginity  ?  which  is 
as  ablurd  as  the  Story,  which  Thomas  Aquinas 
(in  other  Refpeds,  a  very  folid  Author,  and 
lkilfid  a  little  in  the  Cabala )  forgets  himfelf  fo 
far,  as  to  relate  in  his  fixth  hiodlibet ,  concer¬ 
ning  a  Wench  that  lay  with  her  Father,  to 
whom  he  makes  the  fame  Thing  happen,  which 
fome  Heretick  Rabbins  fay,  befel  the  Daughter  of 
Jeremiah  *,  who,  according  to  them,  conceiv’d 
of  the  great  Cabalift  Benfyra ,  in  entering  the 
Bath  after  the  Prophet.  I  con’d  fwear,  that  this 
Stuff  was  invented  by  fome — - 

If  I  durft,  Sir,  break  in  upon  }mur  Declama¬ 
tion,  (laid  I  to  him)  I  wou'd  (to  appeafe  you) 
own,  that  it  were  to  be  wifh’d  our  Doctors  had 
hit  upon  fome  Solution  that  had  been  lefs  offen- 
five  to  fuch  pure  Ears  as  yours  -,  or  elfe  they 
might  peremptorily  have  deny’d  the  Fadts  upon 
which  the  Queftion  is  founded. 

A  rare  Expedient,  truly,  (reply’d  the  Count.) 
How  con'd  they  deny  manifeib  Truths  ?  Put  your 
felf  in  the  Place  of  a  Theologift,  in  his  Furr 

Gown, 
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Gown,  and  fuppofe  the  happy  JJavbiizerus  co¬ 
ming  to  you, as  to  the  Oracle  of  his  Religion. - - 

Here  a  Foot-man  came,  and  told  me,  that  a 
certain  young  Lord  was  come  to  fee  me.  I  will 
not  be  feen  by  him,  (faid  the  Count.)  I  aile 
your  Pardon,  Sir,  (faid  I  )  you  may  well  imagin 
by  that  Lord’s  Name,  that  I  cannot  caufe  my 
felf  to  be  deny" d  ^  therefore  give  your  felf  the 
Trouble  to  go  into  that  Clofet.  ’Tis  not  worth 
While,  (faid  he)  I’ll  make  my  felf  invi- 
fible.  Ah  !  Sir,  (cry"d  I)  let’s  have  no  Devilry 
I  befeech  ye  ^  I  don’t  love  fuch  Jeffing.  O  Ig¬ 
norance  !  (faid  the  Count,  laughing  and  fhrug- 
ging  up  his  Shoulders)  Not  to  know  that  to  be¬ 
come  invihble,  there  needs  no  more  than  to  place 
before  one  the  revers’d  Side  of  Light  !  He  went 
into  my  Clofet  -,  and  the  young  Lord,  aim  oh:  at 
the  fame  Time,  came  into  my  Chamber,  I 
now  afk  that  Lord’s  Pardon  for  not  fpeaking 
to  him  of  my  Adventure. 
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DISCOURSE  V. 

H  E  young  Noble-man,  after 
fome  Moments,  took  his  Leave  : 
I  waited  on  him  down  ^  and 
when  I  return’d  again  to  my 
Chamber ,  I  found  there  the 
Count  de  G  a  b  a  l  i  s.  ’Tis  a  thou- 
fand  Pities,  (faid  he  to  me)  that  that  noble  Per- 
fon,  who  has  juft  now  left  you,  muft  one  Day 
be  of  the  Number  of  the  72  Princes  of  the  Sanhe¬ 
drim  oï  the  new  Law-,  for  other  wife,  he’d  make 
a  rare  Member  of  the  holy  Cabala.  His  Mind 
is  profound,  clear,  vaft,  fublime,  and  bold  5  I 
call:  a  Figure  for  him  in  Geomancy,  while  you 
were  talking  together  :  Here  his:  Î  never  in  my 
Life  faw  any  Thing  more  happily  pointed,  and 
more  indicative  of  a  generous  Spirit  :  See  this  t 
Mother ,  what  Magnanimity  fhe  gives  him. 
This  t  Daughter  will  procure  him  the  Purple  5 
aCurfe  on  them,  and  Fortune  too,  for  depriving 
Us  of  fuch  an  Aifociate  -,  one  that  might  poifi- 
hly  out-drip  even  You.  But  whereabouts  were 
we  when  he  came  in  ? 

You 
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You  were  fpeaking  (faid  I)  of  a  Saint,  whom 
I  never  met  with  in  the  Roman  Kalendar,  I 
think  you  call'd  him  Danhitzenis  :  Oh  !  1  re¬ 
member  (reply 'd  he)  I  was  bidding  you  put  your 
felf  in  the  Place  of  one  of  your  Doctors,  and 
fuppofe  the  bleffed  Danbiizenis  coming  to  open 
his  Confcience  to  you,  in  thefe  or  the  like 
Words. 

S  i  r,  The  Fame  of  your  Learning  has  brought 
me  from  beyond  the  Mountains  :  I  have  a  final  1 
Scruple,  which  gives  me  fome  Diiturbance. 
There  is,  in  a  Mountain  of  Italy ,  a  Nymph ,  who 
keeps  her  Court  there  *,  (he  is  ferv'd  by  a  thou- 
Panel  Nymphs,  almoft  as  beauteous  as  herlelf\  fhe 
is  reforted  to,  from  all  Parts  of  the  Earth,  by 
very  handfome,  very  learned,  and  very  worthy 
Men  ^  they  love  thofe  Nymphs ,  and  are  lov'd  by 
them  -,  they  lead  the  charmingeft  Lire  in  the 
World  -,  they  have  very  fine  Children  by  thole 
they  love  ^  they  worfhip  the  Living  God-,  they 
hurt  no  Man  -,  they  expedt  Immortality.  I 
was  one  Day  walking  upon  this  Mountain  -,  the 
Regent  Nymph  was  taken  with  my  Perfon  -,  fhe 
makes  herfelf  vifibie,  fhews  me  her  delicious 
Court.  The  Sages,  perceiving  fhe  lov’d  me,  pay 
their  Refpedts  to  me,  almoft  as  if  I  was  their 
Prince  -,  they  exhort  me  to  give  way  to  the 
Sighs  and  Charms  of  the  Nymph  :  She  tells  me 
how  much  fhe  buffers,  omits  nothing  that  cou  d 
move  me,  and,  in  finort,  declares  that  fhe  fhall 
die  unlefs  I  confient  to  love  her  ^  and,  that  if  I 
love  her,  fhe  will  be  beholden  to  me  for  her 
Immortality.  The  Reafionings  of  thofe  Lear¬ 
ned  Men  convinc'd  my  Mind,  as  the  Attradtives 
of  the  Nymph  won  my  Heart  :  Ï  love  her,  have 
very  hopeful  Children  by  her  -,  but  in  the  mid  ft 

of 
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of  my  Felicity  lam  fometimes  troubled,  by 
calling  to  Mind,  that  Fis  what  the  Romijh  Church 
does  not,  perhaps,  'altogether  approve  of.  I  am 
come,  Sir,  to  advife  with  You,  concerning  the 
Nature  of  this  fame  Nymph,  thofe  Sages,  thofe 
Children  j  as  likewife  upon  what  Foot  I  may 
ftand,  in  Point  of  Confcience.  Well,  Mr.  Do- 
dor,  what  Anfwer  wou  d  you  make  to  my  Lord 
Jjanhuzenis. 

I  wou  d  fay  to  him  (reply’d  I)  with  all  due 
Deference  to  your  Lordihip’s  Quality,  You  are, 
my  Lord,  fomewhat  crack'd  in  the  Crown  *,  or 
elfe  you  are  under  an  Incantation  *,  your  Chil¬ 
dren  and  your  Miftrefs,  are  Imps  of  the  Devil  5 
your  Sages  are  Fools,  and  your  Confcience 
Cafe-harden’d. 

With  fuch  an  Anfwer,  my  Son,  you  might 
fet  up  for  a  Doctor  -,  but  you  wou  d  not  deferve 
to  be  admitted  among  us  (reply  cl  the  Count, 
with  a  profound  Sigh.)  Such  is  the  barbarous 
Difpofition  of  all  your  modern  Doctors.  A  poor 
Sylph  can  no  fooner  fhew  his  Head,  but  he’s  pre- 
fently  taken  for  a  Familiar  of  Hell  :  A  Nymph 
cannot  labour  to  become  Immortal,  without  be¬ 
ing  reckon’d  an  unclean  Phantom  $  and  a  Sala¬ 
mander  dares  not  appear,  for  tear  of  being  taken 
for  the  Devil  himfelf  -,  and  the  pure  Flames 
which  he  is  compos’d  of,  for  the  infernal  Fire 
which  conftantly  attends  him.  To  difpel  thefe 
injurious  Sufpicions,  ’tis  to  no  Purpofe  for  them 
to  make  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs  when  they  fhew 
themfelves  -,  in  vain  they  bend  the  Knee  at  di¬ 
vine  Names,  and  ev’11  pronounce  them  with  Re¬ 
verence  *,  all  thefe  Precautions  fignify  nothing  -, 
They  do  not  prevail  fo  far,  as  to  be  reputed  no 
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Enemies  of  God,  whom  they  adore  more  reli- 
gioufty  than  they  do  who  fly  from  them.’ 

But  to  be  ferious  Sir,  (laid  I)  do  you  really 
believe  there  is  any  great  Devotion  among  theie 
fame  Sylphs  ?  They  are  extremely  devout  (an- 
fwer’d  he)  and  mighty  zealous  for  the  Deity. 
The  excellent  Difcourfes  which  thejr  make  to 
us  concerning  the  divine  Eflence,  and  their  ad¬ 
mirable  Prayers  are  extraordinary  edifying. 
What,  have  they  Prayers  too,  (faid  I)  I  fhould 
be  very  glad  to  fee  one  of  their  making.  You 
may  be  eafily  fatisfy’d  ^  (reply’d  lie)  and  that  I 
may  not  produce  fuçh  a  one  as  you  may  any 
ways  fufpect,  or  think  I  fram’d  it  my  felf,  you 
fhall  hear  that  which  the  Salamander  (  which 
gave  Anfwers  in  the  Temple  of  Delphos)  was  de- 
lirons  to  teach  the  Pagans,  and  is  recorded  by 
Porphyrius  :  It  contains  a  fublime  Theology  *, 
and  you'll  fee  by  it,  that  it’s  no  Fault  of  thofe 
fage  Creatures,  if  Mankind  did  not  adore  the 
True  God. 


& 
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TMmortal ,  Eternal ,  Ineffable  and  Sacred  Father  of 
all  Things ,  who  rideft  upon  the  ceajlefs  rolling 
Chariot  of  the  ever-turning  World .  Thou  Rider 
of  the  Etherial  Plains ,  whereon  is  erected  the  Throne 
of  thy  Mightinefs ,  from  the  Pinnacle  whereof  thy 
awful  Eyes  difcover  all  Things ,  and  thy  glorious  and 
holy  E  'ars  hear  all  Things.  0  hearken  to  thy  Children , 

whom  thou  haft  loved  from  the  Birth  of  Time -,  for 
thy  effulgent  and  eternal  Majefty  fines  above  the 
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World,  and  above  the  Starry  Firmament  -,  are 
thy  Fcotftool,  0  thou  glittering  Fire.  There  thou 
kindleft  thy  felf,  and  enter tainefi  thy  felf  with  thy 
own  Splendor  *,  and  there  flows  from  thy  E /fence  inex- 
hauflible  Rivers  of  Light ,  with  which  thy  infinite  Spi¬ 
rit  is  fed.  That  infinite  Spirit  produces  all  Things, 
and  J or  ms  that  undrainable  Treafure  of  Matter , 
which  can  never  be  wanting  to  the  Generation  which 
always  environs  it ,  becaufe  of  the  numberlefs  Forms 
it  is  impregnated  with ,  and  with  which  thou  at  the 
Beginning  jiUedft  it.  From  this  Spirit  do  likewife 
derive  their  Origin ,  thofe  thrice  holy  Kings  who  ft  and 
about  thy  Throne ,  and  who  compofe  thy  Court .  0  imi¬ 
ter  fal  Father  !  0  thou  only  One  !  0  Parent  of  mor¬ 
tal  and  immortal  Saints  !  Thou  haft  in  particular  cre¬ 
ated  Powers  which  are  ma ;  vêlions,  like  unto  thy  eter¬ 
nal  Thought  and  adorable  Ejfence.  Thou  haft  fet 
them  higher  than  the  Angels ,  who  are  Meffengers  of 
thy  Will  to  the  IF orld.  Laftly ,  thou  haft  created  Us, 
a  third  Sort  of  Sovereigns  in  the  Elements.  Our  con¬ 
tinual  Exercife  is  to  praife  Thee ,  and  to  worftnp  thy 
Defii  res.  We  burn  with  Defire  of  po/J effing  Thee.  O 
Father  !  0  moft  tender  Mother  of  Mothers  !  0  won¬ 
derful  Exemplar  of  the  Sentiments  and  Tendernefs  of 
Mothers  !  0  Son ,  the  Flower  of  all  Sons  !  0  Form 
of  all  Forms  !  Thou  Soul y  Spirit ,  Harmony ,  and 
Number  oj  all  Things. 

What  fay  you  to  this  Pra}^cr  of  the  Salaman¬ 
ders  ?  Is  it  not  very  learned,  very  lofty,  and 
very  devout  ?  Ay,  and  very  obfeure  too  ^  (re¬ 
ply ’d  I)  I  heard  it  once  paraphras’d  upon  by  a 
certain  Preacher,  who  made  ufe  of  it  to  prove 
that  the  Devil,  among  the  reft  of  his  Vices,  is 
particularly  a  great  Hypocrite.  Alafs  for  ye, 
poor  Elementary  People!  (cry’d  the  Count)  What 
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Refuge  have  }mu  to  fly  to  ?  You  fpeak  Wonders 
concerning  the  Nature  of  God,  Father,  Son, Holy 
Ghoft  ^  of  tutelary  Intelligences,  of  Angels,  Hea¬ 
vens.  You  form  moft  excellent  Liturgies,  and 
teach  them  to  Men  *,  and  after  all,  you  are  no¬ 
thing  but  a  Pack  of  hypocritical  Hobgoblins  I 
Sir,  (interrupted  I)  I  don’t  like  your  apoftro- 
phifing  thus  to  thofe  People.  Well,  Son,  (re¬ 
ply ’d  he)  don’t  be  afraid,  I  won’t  call  them  $ 
but,  for  the  future,  be  cautious  of  wondririg  that 
you  don’t  fee,  fo  often  as  you  would.  Examples 
of  their  Alliance  with  Men.  Alas!  where  is 
the  Woman  whole  Imagination  has  not  been 
fp oil’d  by  fome  of  your  Doctors,  and  who  looks 
not  with  Horrour  upon  fuch  a  Commerce,  and 
who  trembles  not  at  Sight  of  a  Sylph  ?  Or  where’s 
the  Man  that  runs  not  away  when  he  fees  them, 
efpecially  if  he  fets  up  for  a  Good  Man  ?  How 
rarely  do  we  fee  a  right  worthy  Man  defire 
their  Familiarity  ?  None  but  the  Rakifh,  the 
Covetous,  the  Ambitious,  or  the  Knavifh, 
court  this  Honour,  which  yet  they  fhall  never 
attain  to,  (O  Living  God)  becaufe  the 
Fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  Wifdom! 

What  then  becomes  of  all  thofe  flying  Na¬ 
tions,  (faid  I)  fipce  honed:  Men  are  fo  fet  againft. 
’em  ?  Ah  !  (  laid  he  )  the  Arm  of  God  is  not: 
fhorten’d,  and  the  Devil  does  not  gather  all  the 
Advantage  he  expected  from  the  Ignorance  and 
Error  which  he  has  fcatter’d  abroad  to  their  Pre¬ 
judice  -,  for  befides  that  the  Philofophers,  who 
are  in  great  Numbers,  apply  thereto  all  the  Re¬ 
medy  they  can,  by  abfolutely  renouncing  Wo¬ 
men  -,  God  has  given  leave  to  all  thefe  People, 
to  make  ufe  of  all  the  innocent  Artifices  they 
can  think  of  to  converfe  with  Men  without  their 
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Privity.  What’s  that  you  fa y,  Sir,  (cry’d  I.) 
What  I  fay  is  nothing  but  Truth,  (purfu  d  he.) 
Do  you  think  a  Dog  can  have  Children  by  a 
Woman  ?  No,  (anfwefd  I.)  Nor  a  Monkey  ? 
(adds  he.J  No  more  than  a  Dog,  (reply ’d  I.)  Nor 
a  Bear  ?  (continu’d  he.)  Neither  Dog,  nor  Bear, 
nor  Monkey,  (  faid  I.)  it  is  beyond  Difpute  im- 
poffible,  utterly  againft  Nature,  Reafon,  and 
common  Senfe.  Very  well  (faid  the  Count) 
but  were  not  the  Kings  of  the  Goths  born  of  a 
Bear  and  a  Swedift h  Princefs  ?  It  is  true  that  Hi- 
ftory  fays  fo,  (reply’d  I.)  And  were  not  the  Ve- 
gujians  and  Syoniam  of  India  (reply’d  he)  born  of 
a  Dog  and  a  Woman  ?  I  have  read  fo  (faid  I.) 
And  that  Pcrtuguefe  Woman,  (continu'd  he)  who 
being  expos’d  on  a  defolate  Ifland,  had  Children 
by  a  huge  Monkey  ?  Our  Divines,  Sir,  (faid  I) 
in  Anfwer  to  this,  fay,  that  the  Devil  a  (Turning 

the  Shape  oi  Beafts - -  You  are  coming 

again  (interrupts  he  )  with  the  filthy  Conceits 
of  your  Authors.  Learn  then,  once  for  all, 
that  the  Sylphs ,  feeing  themfelves  taken  for  De¬ 
vils  when  they  appear  in  humane  Shape,  as  a 
Means  to  lelfen  thisAverfion  Men  have  for  them, 
put  on  the  Figure  of  thofe  Animals  ^  and 
fo  adjuft  themfelves  to  the  whimfical  Weaknefs 
of  Women,  who  wou’d  be  afraid  of  a  handfome 
Sylph,  but  are  not  fo  of  a  Dog  or  Monkey.  I 
could  tell  you  feveral  Stories  of  thofe  Bologvia 
Lap-Dogs,  and  certain  feeming  Virgins,  but  I 
have  a  much  greater  Secret  to  communicate  to 
you. 

Know,  my  Son,  that  many  a  one  takes  him- 
felf  to  be  the  Son  of  a  Man,  when  he’s  the  Son 
of  a  Sylph.  Many  a  Man  thinks  he’s  with  his 
Wife,  when  at  the  fame  Time  he  is  immqrtali- 
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zing  fome  Nymph,  without  knowing  it.  Ma¬ 
ny  a  Wife  fancies  fhe’s  embracing  her  Hufband, 
while  fire  huggs  a  Salamander  \  and  many  a 
young  Wench  would  fwear,  when  fhe  awakes, 
that  ihe’s  a  Virgin,  and  yet,  during  her  Sleep, 
had  an  Honour  done  her  fine  little  dream’d  of 
Thus  the  Devil  and  the  Ignorant  are  equally 
bohb’d. 

How  I  (faid  I  to  him)  cannot  the  Devil  wake 
that  young  Wench,  and  hinder  the  Salamander 
from  becoming  Immortal  ?  He  might  do  fo,  (re- 
ply’d  the  Count)  but  that  the  Sages  take  Orders 
about  it:  We  teach  all  thofe  People  how  to 
tie  lip  the  Damons ,  and  with  hand  their  Attempts» 
Did  not  I  tell  37-011  t’other  Day,  that  the  Sylphs , 
and  the  other  Lords  of  the  Elements,  are  over¬ 
joy’d  when  we  will  pleafe  to  let  them  into  the 
Cabala.  Were  it  not  for  Lrs,  their  mortal  Ene¬ 
my,  the  Devil,  wouYi  make  them  very  uneafie, 
and  they  wou  d  be  hard  put  to’t  to  immortalize 
themfelves  without  the  Privity  of  the  young 
Wenches. 

I  cannot  (reply’d  I)  fufficiently  wonder  at 
the  profound  Ignorance  we  live  in.  ’Tis  gene¬ 
rally  believ’d,  that  the  Powers  of  the  Air  do 
fometimes  give  a  Lift  to  thofe  that  are  in  Love, 
and  help  them  to  accomplifh  their  Ends.  But  the 
thing  it  teems  is  quite  otherwife  *,  the  Powers 
of  the  Air  hand  in  Need  of  the  Affiftance  of 
Men  in  their  Amours.  You  have  faid  it,  Son, 
(pur fil’d  the  Count)  the  Sages  lend  their  Succour 
to  thofe  poor  People,  who  are  too  unhappy  and 
too  weak  to  refill;  the  Devil  without  fuch  Help- 
but  then,  when  a  Sylph  has  learn’d  from  us  to 
pronounce  Cabaliftically  the  potent  Name 
NEHMABMIHAH ,  and  to  couple  it  in 

Form 


7  8  The  Count  deGiBALis;  or, 

form  with  the  delicious  Name  ELIAE L,  all 
the  Powers  ot  Darknefs  betake  themfelves  to 
Flight,  and  the  Sylph  goes  on  in  the  quiet  Fn. 
Joy  ment  of  what  he  loves, 

In  this  Manner  was  Immortaliz'd  that  ingeni¬ 
ous  Sylph,  who  affum’d  the  Figure  of  a  Lover  of 
a  Sevilian  Damfel  -,  his  a  Thing  well  known. 
The  young  Spaniard  was  beautiful  ♦,  but  as  cruel 
as  fair.  A  Caftilian  Cavalier,  whofe  Paffion  for 
her  met* with  nothing  but  Coldnefs,  took  a  Re- 
folution  to  depart  one  Morning  early,  without 
faying  any  Thing,  and  to  travel  hill  filch  Time 
as  he  was  cur'd  of  his  fruitlefs  Flame.  A  cer¬ 
tain  Sylph ,  finding  the  Fair  One  ho  his  Liking, 
thought  it  his  beft  Way  to  lay  hold  of  the  Op¬ 
portunity  :  So,  arming  himfelf  with  every 
Thing  that  he  had  learn’d  from  one  of  Us,  to 
defeat  the  Machinations  which  the  Devil,  envi¬ 
ous  of  his  Happineis,  might  fet  on  foot  againft 
him, he  goes  and  vifirs  the  young  Lady, under  the 
Shape  of  the  diftant  Lover  ^  he  languifhes,  he 
fighs,  he  is  rejected  -,  he  prefles,  he  follicites,  he 
perfeveres  *  after  fome  Months  he  moves  her, 
he  works  upon  her,  he  perfwades  her,  and  at; 
length  is  Happy.  Their  Loves  produce  a  Son, 
whofe  Birth  is  kept  fecret,  and  utterly  unknown 
to  the  Relations,  thro1  the  Contrivance  of  the 
aerial  Paramour.  Their  Love  continues,  and  is 
blefs'd  with  a  fécond  Pregnancy.  Mean  while 
the  Cavalier,  cur’d  by  Ab fence,  returns  to  Se¬ 
ville,  and,  impatient  to  fee  his  inhumane  ML 
ftrefs,  haftens  to  tell  her,  that  at  length  he’s  in 
a  Condition  to  difpleafe  her  no  longer,  and  that 
he  comes  to  let  her  know  he  ceafes  to  love  her. 

Figure  to  yourfelf  the  young  Woman’s  Amaze¬ 
ment,  her  Anfwer,  her  Tears,  her  Reproaches, 
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and  all  their  furprizing  Dialogue.  She  {landing 
it,  that  {he  has  made  him  happy  *  he  denies  it  ^ 
{he,  that  the  Child  {he  had  by  him  is  in  liich  a 
Place,  and  that  {he’s  far  gone  with  another.  He 
perfifts  in  difowning  it.  She  is  at  her  Wits-end? 
tears  her  Hair  -,  her  Relations,  hearing  her  Ex¬ 
clamations,  run  in  -,  the  afflicted  Mother  conti¬ 
nues  her  Complaints  and  Invectives-,  disprov’d 
that  the  Gentleman  was  abfent  two  Years  ^  the 
firft  Child  is  fought  for,  and  is  found  -,  and  the 
fécond  was  born  at  its  Time. 

And  what  Part  did  the  aerial  Lover  aft  all 
this  while  ?  (laid  I.)  I  know  your  Thoughts, 
(reply ’d  the  Count)  you  are  offended  at  his  gi¬ 
ving  up  his  Miftrefs  to  the  Severity  of  Relati¬ 
ons,  or  the  Fury  of  Inquifitors:  But  he  had 
Reafon  to  complain  of  her  :  She  was  not  devout 
enough  -,  for,  you  muff  know,  when  thefe  Gen¬ 
tlemen  are  Immortaliz’d,  they  labour  earneftly, 
and  live  very  holily,  that  they  may  not  lofe 
the  Right  the}^  have  newly  acquir’d  to  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  a  iovereign  Good.  They  therefore 
will  have  the  Perfon  they  are  ally ’d  to,  live 
with  an  exemplary  Innocence,  as  is  plain  from 
this  famous  Adventure  of  a  young  Bavarian 
Lord. 

He  was  inconfolable  for  the  Death  of  his 
Wife,  whom  he  palfionately  lov’d.  A  certain 
Sylphid  was  advis’d  by  one  of  our  Sages  to  put  on 
the  Shape  of  that  Wife-,  {lie  diclfo,  and  prefen- 
ted  her  felf  to  the  afflicted  Youth,  faying,  that 
God  had  reftor’d  her  to  Life  to  comfort  him  in 
his  extream  Sorrow.  They  liv’d  together  many 
Years,  and  had  lèverai  very  fine  Children.  But 
the  young  Spark  was  not  good  enough  to  retain 
the  prudent  Sylphid  5  he  was  us’d  to  fwear,  and 
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talk  unclean  Things  ^  fhe  often  fchoofd  him  $ 
but  feeing  that  her  Admonitions  were  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  fhe  vaniflfd  from  him  one  Day,  and  left 
him  nothing  hut  her  old  Petticoat  and  the  Re¬ 
gret  of  not  tollowing  her  holy  Counfels.  Thus 
you  fee,  my  Child,  that  the  Sylphs  have  fome- 
times  reafon  to  difappear  -,  and  you  fee  too,  that 
the  Devil  cannot  hinder  the  People  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments  from  working  out  their  Immortality, 
when  they  are  fuccourd  by  any  one  of  our  Sa¬ 
ges. 

But,  in  good  earneft,  Sir,  (reply’d  I)  are  you 
perfwaded  that  the  Devil  is  fo  great  an  Enemy 
of  thofe  Seducers  of  Damfels.  A  mortal  Ene¬ 
my,  (faid  the  Count)  efpecially  to  the  Nymphs , 
Sylphs ,  and  Salamanders  :  For  as  for  the  Gnomes, 
they  do  not  hate  them  altogether  fo  much  ^  be- 
caufe,  as  I  believe  I’ve  told  you  alreadjg  thefe 
fame  Gnomes ,  frighted  at  the  Howlings  of  the 
Devils,  which  they  hear  in  the  Centre  of  the 
Earth,  rather  chufe  to  continue  mortal,  than  to 
run  the  Rifque  of  being  lo  tormented,  had  they 
acquir’d  Immortality.  Thence  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that  thofe  Gnomes ,  and  the  Devils  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  have  fome  Correfpondence  together.  The 
latter  perfwade  the  Gnomes ,  who  are  naturally 
great  Friends  to  Man,  that  ’tis  doing  him  very 
great  Service,  and  delivering  him  from  a  great 
Danger,  to  oblige  him  to  renounce  his  Immor¬ 
tality.  They  therefore  engage  to  fupply  him 
whom  the}r  can  perfwade  to  fuch  Renunciati¬ 
on,  with  whate\rer  Money  he  fhall  demand,  or 
to  avert  any  Danger  that  ma}r  threaten  his  Life 
during  a  certain  Space  of  Time,  or  fuch  other 
Condition  as  fhall  be  agreeable  to  him  who 
makes  this  unhappy  Covenant  :  Thus  the  Devil, 
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by  the  Intervention  of  this  Gnome ,  caufes  the 
Soul  of  that  Man  to  become  mortal3and  deprives 
it  of  the  Right  to  eternal  Life. 

How  1  Sir,  (cry’d  I)  do  you  think  thofe  Co¬ 
venants,  which  Demonographers  give  fo  many 
Examples  of,  are  made  with  the  Devil?  No, 
certainly,  (reply’d  the  Count!)  Has  not  the 
Prince  of  the  World  been  driven  out?  Is  he 
not  fhut  up  ?  Is  he  not  ty’d  ?  Is  he  not  the 
terra  damnata  &  malediBa ,  which  is  left  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Procefs  of  the  fupreme  Diftiller  ? 
Can  he  foar  up  into  the  Region  of  Light,  and 
fcatter  there  his  concentred  Darknefs  ?  He  can 
do  nothing  againft  Man.  He  can  only  infpire 
the  Gnomes ,  who  are  his  Neighbours,  to  come 
and  make  fuch  Propofitions  to  thofe  Men  whole 
Salvation  he’s  molt  afraid  of,  to  the  end  that 
their  Souls  may  die  with  their  Bodies» 

Thofe  Souls  die  then,  according  to  you  ? 
(adds  I.)  They  do  die,  Child,  (reply  d  he.)  So 
then,  thofe  who  enter  into  fuch  Covenants,  are 
not  damn’d  !  (purfu’d  I.)  They  can’t  be  damn’d  $ 
(adds  he)  for  their  Soul  dies  with  their  Body. 
Then  they  come  oft  Very  cheap,  (reply’d  I)  and 
are  very  {lightly  punifh’d  for  fo  heinous  a  Crime 
as  renouncing  their  Baptifm,  and  the  Death  of 
the  Lord. 

Do  you  call  it  a  flight  Punifhment  (reply’d 
the  Count)  to  re-enter  into  the  dark  Abyfs  of 
Non-exiftence  }  know’tis  a  greater  pain  than  to 
be  damn’d  -,  that  there's  frill  a  Remnant  of  Mer¬ 
cy  in  the  Juftice  which  God  exercifes  againft 
Sinners  in  Hell}  that  ’tis  a  great  Favour  not 
to  confume  them  by  the  Fire  that  burns  ’em. 
Non-Exiftence  is  a  greater  Evil  than  Hell}  this 
is  what  the  Sages  preach  to  the  Gnomes ,  when 
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they  affemble  them  together,  to  make  them 
underhand  what  Wrong  they  do  themfelves,  in 
preferring  Death  to  immortality,  and  Non-ex- 
iftence  to  the  Hope  of  a  bleffed  Eternity,  which 
they  wou  d  be  in  a  Capacity  of  Poffelfmg,  woifd 
they  ally  themfelves  to  Men,  without  exacting 
from  them  fuch  criminal  Renunciations.  Some 
yield  to  our  Perfwafions,  and  thofe  we  marry  to 
our  Daughters. 

You  therefore  Evangelize  to  the  Subterranean 
People,  Sir,  (faid  I)  Why  not  ?  (reply VI  he.)  As 
well  as  to  the  People  of  the  Fire,  Air,  and  Wa¬ 
ter  ,  Philofophick  Charity  extends  indifferently 
to  all  thofe  Children  of  God.  As  they  are  more 
fubtil  and  more  fharp-fighted  than  the  bulk  of 
Mankind,  they  are  more  dccil  and  capable  of 
Difcipline,  andliften  to  the  divine  Truths,  with 
a  Reverence  that  charms  us. 

It  muft  be  a  charming  Sight  (cry’d  I  finding) 
to  fee  a  Cabaliil  in  the  Pulpit,  holding  forth  to 
thofe  Gentlemen.  You  fhall  have  that  Satis¬ 
faction,  Son,  when  you  will,  (faid  the  Count) 
and  if  you  defire  it,  Til  affemble  them  this 
very  Evening,  and  will  preach  to  them  towards 
Midnight.  Midnight!  (cryd  I)  Tve  heard  fay, 
that  s  the  Hour  of  the  Witches  nocturnal  Meet¬ 
ings.  The  Count  began  to  laugh  :  This  puts  me 
in  mind  (fays  he)  of  the  foolilh  Stories  related 
by  the  Dsmonographers,  concerning  their  Ima¬ 
ginary  Meetings  ot  Witches.  I'd  have  You  be¬ 
lieve  them  too^  do  pray  now,  for  the  Rarity  of 
the  Thing.  As  for  that  Matter  (reply Vi  I)  I  do 
allure  you,  I  believe  nothing  of  the  Matter. 

You  do  well,  my  Child,  (faid  he)  for  once 
again,  the  Devil  has  not  Power  to  make  fuch  a 
May-game  of  Mankind,  nor  to  enter  into  Con¬ 
tracts 
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tracts  with  Men,  much  lefs  to  caufe  himfelf  to  b.e 
worihip’d  by  them,  as  the  Inquifitors  imagine. 
What  gave  Occafion  to  that  popular  Report,  is 
this:  The  Sages,  as  I  lately  told  you,  ufe  to  at 
femble  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Elements,  to 
preach  to  them  their  Myfteries  and  Morality  5 
and  it  commonly  happening,  that  fome  Gnome 
returns  from  his  grofs  Delufion,  comprehends 
the  Horrors  of  Non-exiftence,  and  confents  to 
be  Immortaliz’d  :  We  bellow  on  him  a  Daugh¬ 
ter  he’s  marry’d  -,  the  Nuptials  are  celebrated 
with  all  the  Re  joy  ring  fuit  able  to  fuch  a  Con- 
queft.  Thefe  are  the  Dancings  and  Shouts  of 
Joy,  which  Ariftotle  fays,  were  heard  in  cer¬ 
tain  Xflands,  and  not  a  Creature  feen.  The 
mighty  Orpheus  was  the  firft  who  call’d  to¬ 
gether  thofe  fubterranean  People.  At  his  firft 
Admonition,  Sabajhts ,  the  antienteft  of  the 
Gnomes  was  immortaliz’d  -,  and  from  that  Saba- 
fuis  was  deriv’d  the  Name  of  that  Aifembly  where¬ 
in  the  Sages  addrefs’d  themfelves  to  him  while 
he  liv’d,  as  is  apparent  from  the  Hymns  of  Di¬ 
vine  Orpheus.  The  Ignorant  have  confounded 
Things,  and  have  taken  Occafion  to  make 
thereon  a  thou  fan  d  idle  Tales  -,  and  to  defame 
an  Aifembly  which  we  convene,  only  for  the 
Glory  of  the  fupreme  Being. 

I  cou’d  never  have  imagin’d  (faid  I)  that  the 
(1 Sabbat )  Nocturnal  Meeting  of  Witches,  was  an 
Aifembly  of  Devotion.  And  yet  it  is  one  (re- 
ply’d  he)  and  a  very  Holy  and  very  CabaliftL 
cal  one  too  t,  tho’  it  is  what  People  wou’d  not 
be  eafily  perfwaded  to  believe.  But  fuch  is  the 
deplorable  Blindnefs  of  this  unjuft  Age  -,  they 
run  away  with  a  vulgar  Report,  and  will  not 
be  undeceiv’d.  ’Tis  in  vain  fcr  the  Sages  to 
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talk*.  Fools  are  fooner  believ'd  than  they.  A 
Philofopher  may,  as  much  as  he  pleafes,  cie- 
inonftrate  the  Falfity  of  the  Chimeras  they  have 
fram'd  to  themfelves,  and  lay  down  maniîeft 
Proofs  of  the  contrary  :  Let  his  Reafoning  be 
never  fo  folid,  his  own  Experience  never  fo  con- 
vincinc  ;  if  there  comes  but  a  Man  with  a  Hood 
on,  and  fays  'tis  falfe  -,  Experience  and  Demon- 
ftration  no  longer  go  for  any  thing,  and  it's  out 
of  Truth's  Power  to  re-eftablilh  her  Empire. 
People  fooner  believe  this  Pudding-bag  Monk, 
than  their  own  Eyes.  There  has  been  in  your 
own  Nation  a  memorable  Proof  of  this  popular 
Frenzy. 

The  famous  Cabalifl:  Zedechias ,  undertook,  du¬ 
ring  the  Reign  of  your  Pepin ,  to  convince  the 
World,  that  the  Elements  are  inhabited  by  all 
thofePeople  whofe  Nature  I  have  defcrib'd  to  you. 
The  Expedient  he  made  ufè  of  was,  to  advife  the 
Sylphs  to  fhew  themfelves  in  the  Air  to  every 
body  -,  they  did  fo,  in  a  very  pompous  Manner, 
in  humane  Shapes  -,  lometimes  rang'd  in  Order 
of  Battle,  regularly  marching,  or  Handing  to 
their  Arms,  or  encampt  under  magnificent 
Tents  :  Sometimes  on  board  aerial  Ships  of  a 
marvellous  Structure,  failing  up  and  down,  as 
it  pleas'd  the  Zephirs  to  drive  them.  What 
happen'd  upon  this  ?  Do  you  think  that  That  ig¬ 
norant  Age  wou'd  fo  much  as  reaion  upon  the 
Nature  of  thefe  marvellous  Spectacles  ?  The 
People  prefently  took  it:  for  granted,  that  foine 
Magicians  had  taken  Poffeilion  of  the  Air,  in 
order  to  raife  Tempefts  in  it,  and  to  pour  down 
Storms  of  Flail  upon  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth. 
The  Students,  the  Divines,  and  the  Lawyers 
fonxi  fell  in  with  the  People’s  Opinion  :  The 
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Emperors  believ’d  it  too  ^  and  To  far  went  this 
ridiculous  Chimera,  that  the  wife  Charlemagne , 
and  after  him,  Louis  the  Debonair e  inflicted  grie¬ 
vous  Penalties  on  all  thofe  pretended  Tyrants 
of  the  Air.  /  You  may  fee  an  Account  of  this, 
in  the  firft  Chapter  of  the  Capitularies  of  thole 
two  Emperors. 

The  Sylphs  feeing  the  Populace,  the  Pedants, 
and  Crown’d  Heads  themfelves  fo  outrageous  a- 
gainft  them,  refolv  d  (in  order  to  deftroy  the 
evil  Opinion  that  was  had  of  their  innocent 
Fleet)  to  take  up  Men  into  the  Air,  and  carry 
’em  to  let  ’em  fee  their  handfome  Wives,  their 
Republick,  their  Manner  of  Government  -,  and 
then  to  fet  them  down  again  upon  the  Earth, 
in  divers  Places  :  They  did  fo.  The  People 
feeing  thefe  Men,  as  they  were  defcending, 
flock'd  to  them  from  all  Parts,  and  having  a 
Notion  that  they  were  Magicians,  detach’d 
from  their  Companions,  to  come  and  fcatter 
Poifon  upon  the  Corn  and  in  the  Rivers  and 
Springs  :  According  to  the  Fury  which  fuch 
Imaginations  are  apt  to  infpire,  they  dragged 
thefe  innocent  Men  to  Goal.  ’Tis  incredible 
what  Numbers  of  them  were  cut  off'  by  Fire 
and  Water  thro’out  the  Kingdom. 

It  fell  out,  that  one  Day  among  others,  at 
Lyons ,  were  feen  defcending  from  thofe  Aerial  , 
Ships,  three  Men  and  one  Woman  :  The  whole 
City  flocks  round  them  -,  make  an  outcry  that 
the}7-  are  Magicians,  and  that  they  were  fent  by 
Grimoaldus  Duke  of  Beneventum ,  Charlemagne  s  E- 
nemy,  to  deftroy  their  Harveft.  In  vain  the 
four' Innocents  pleaded  that  they  were  their 
Country-men  *,  that  they  had  been  lately  car¬ 
ry ’d  away  by  miraculous  Men,  who  had  Ihewn 


<?  6  The  Count  de  G  a  b  a  l  i  s  ;  or, 

’em  unheard  of  Wonders,  and  defir’d  them  to 
give  a  Relation  of  ’em.  The  befotted  Populace 
gives  no  Ear  to  their  Defence,  and  they  were 
going  to  caft  them  into  the  Fire^  when  the 
good  Man  Agobardm ,  Bilhop  of  Lyon ,  who  had 
acquir’d  a  great  Authority  being  a  Monk  in  that 
City,  ran  in  at  the  Noife,  and  having  heard 
the  hccufation  on  one  Side,  and  the  Juftification 
on  t’other,  gravely  pronounc’d  that  they  were 
both  falfe.  That  it  was  not  true,  that  thofe 
Men  fell  from  the  Sky,  and  that,  what  they 
faid  they  had  feen  there,  was  impoilible. 

The  People  believ’d  good  Father  Agobard ,  be¬ 
fore  their  own  Eyes  *  were  appeas’d  ^  fet  at  Li¬ 
berty  the  four  Ambaffadors  of  the  Sylphs  *,  and 
receiv'd  with  Admiration,  the  Book  which  A- 
gobard  wrote  to  confirm  the  Sentence  he  had  gi¬ 
ven.  Thus  the  Teftimony  of  thefe  four  Wit- 
neffes  was  render’d  vain. 

However,  as  they  efcap’d  with  their  Lives, 
they  were  free  to  relate  what  they  had  feen  3 
which  was  not  altogether  without  its  Fruit  ^ 
for  if  you  call  to  Mind,  the  Age  of  Charlemagne 
was  fruitful  in  Heroic  Perfonages  -,  which  fhews 
that  the  Woman,  who  had  been  with  the  Sylphs, 
found  credit  with  the  Ladies  of  thofe  Times  ^ 
and  that  by  the  Grace  of  God  a  great  many 
Sylphs  were  immortalliz’d  ♦,  many  Sylphids  too 
became  immortal,  by  the  recital  which  thofe 
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three  Men  made  of  their  Beauty  ^  which  oblig’d 
the  People  of  thofe  Times  to  apply  themfelves 
a  little  to  Philofophy  -,  and  from  hence  came  all 
thofe  Hiftories  of  Fairies,  which  you  find  in 
the  Love-Legends  of  Charlemagne  s  Age,  and 
the  following,  Thefe  pretended  Fairies  were 
thing  but  Sylphids  and  Nymphs ,  Did  you  ever 
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read  thofe  Hiflories  of  Heroes  and  Fairies  ?  No, 
Sir,  (faid  I.) 

I’m  forry  for’t,  (replyd  he)  for  they  would 
have  given  you  lome  Idea  oi  the  Condition  to 
which  the  Sages  are  refolv’d  one  Day  to  reduce 
the  World. 

Thofe  Heroick  Men,  thofe  Amours  of  Nymphs , 
thofe  Vo37-ages  to  the  Terreftrial  Paradife,  thofe 
Palaces  and  inchanted  Groves,  and  all  the  char- 
,  ming  Adventures  that  happen  there  ^  all  this  is 
nothing  but  a  faint  Sketch  of  the  Life  led  by 
the  Sages,  and  of  what  the  World  will  be  when 
they  fhall  caufe  Sager  y  to  rpgn  therein.  Nothing 
but  Heroes  fhall  be  feen  in  it  *  the  lead  of  our 
Children  fhall  have  the  Strength  of  Zoroajlres , 
Apollonius ,  or  Melchifedecb  *,  and  moft  ol  them 
will  be  as  accomplififd  as  the  Children  Adam 
wou’d  have  had  by  Eve0  if  he  had  not  firm’d 
with  her. 

Did  not  you  tell  me,  Sir,  (interrupted  I)  that 
God  would  not  that  Adam  and  Eve  fhould  have 
Children,  that  Adam  was  to  meddle  with  none 
but  Sylpbids ,  and  that  Eve  was  to  have  to  do  on¬ 
ly  with  Sylphs  or  Salamanders?  It  is  true,  (faid 
the  Count)  they  were  not  to  have  had  Children 
in  the  Way  they  afterwards  had  them.  Then, 
Sir,  (continued  I)  your  Cabala  empowers  Man 
and  Wife  to  get  Children  otherwife  than  in  the 
ordinary  Method  ?  It  does  fo,  reply’ d  he.  Then, 
pray  Sir,  teach  me  that  Method,  (faid  I.)  Not 
to  Day,  (anfwefd  he,  finding.)  I  have  a 
Mind  to  revenge  the  People  of  the  Elements, 
for  your  being  fo  hard  to  be  undeceiv’d  concer¬ 
ning  their  pretended  Devilry.  I  doubt  not  but 
by  this  Time  you  re  recover’d  from  your  Panick 
Terrors.  I  leave  you  therefore,  that  you  may 

have 
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have  Leifure  to  meditate  and  deliberate  in  the 
*■  Prefence  of  God,  to  which  Species  of  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  Subftances  it  will  beft  fuit  with  his 
Glory,  and  your  own  Salvation,  to  communi¬ 
cate  your  Immortality. 

Mean  while  I’ll  go  and  recoiled:  my  Thoughts 
a  little,  in  Order  to  the  Difcourfe  which  you 
have  made  me  defirous  of  holding  this  Night 
with  the  Gnomes.  Go,  (faid  I)  and  expound  to  'em 
fome  Chapter  of  Averroes.  Something  like  that 
may  be  done  ^  (faid  the  Count)  for  I  intend  to 
preach  to  ’em  the  Excellence  of  Man,  to  incline 
them  to  court  his  Alliance.  And  Averroes ,  af¬ 
ter  Ariftotle ,  held  two  Things,  which  ’twill  be 
fît  I  clear  up ,  one  on  the  Nature  of  the  Un- 
derftanding,  and  the  other  on  the  Supreme 
Good.  He  lays  there’s  but  one  created  Un  der¬ 
ftanding,  which  is  the  Image  of  the  Uncrea¬ 
ted,  and  that  this  foie  Underftanding  is  fuffici- 
ent  for  all  Men  ,  this  requires  explaining.  And 
as  for  the  Supreme  Good,  Averroes  lays,  it  con- 
fiftsin  the  Converfation  of  Angels,  which  is 
not  Cabaliftick  enough  -,  for  Man,  even  in  this 
Life,  can,  and  is  created  to  enjoy  God,  as  you 
will  one  of  thefe  Days  underhand  and  experi¬ 
ence  when  you’re  rank’d  among  the  Sages. 

Thus  ended  the  DISCOURSE  of 
the  Count  de  G  a  b  a  l  i  s. 
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